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Israel stops work on IVled-Dead canal 

isra< ^ has stopped work on a controversial 
, _ to produce electricity by channelling water 

from the Mj^terranean to the Dead Sea, Enemy Minister Moshe 
Shahal said Wednesday. Jordan and other Arab countries had 
?° te ¥ d J abQul * e P 53 ^ which proposed a 160-kdlometse canal 
through me occupied Gaza Strip. Mr. Shahal told a news con- 
ference he had given the order to abandon the project because of 
laac or tunas. The project envisaged a canal from the Med- 
iterranean through occupied Gaza fio the Dead Sea, the world's 
lowest pomt, *o produce electricity by hydroelectric turbines, 
r “ m S to announced Israeli plans. Jordan said its 

t'otesh operations on the eastern shore of the Dead Sea would be 
endangered by flooding. 
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Habash: PFLP, Syria at odds 

ABU DHABI (R) — Palestinian leader George- Habash said 
Wednesday attacks by Syrian-backed Shi'ite Muslim militiamen 
on Palestinian refugee camps in Beirut had caused a crisis in 
relations between his group and Damascus. Dr. Habash. leader of 
the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP), told a 
news conference continuation of the fighting and its political goals 
were“incompatible with the very basis of our alliance with Syria." 
He said the Damascus-based PFLP, part of a recently-formed 
national salvation hunt which opposes Palestine Liberation Org- 
anisation (PLO) Chairman Yasser Arafat, did not want its crisis 
with Syria to continue. Dr. Habash urged Syria to move to halt 
attacks on the camps by Shi'ite Muslim Amal militiamen and said: 
“ We are continuing to work to maid our relations with Syria, but 
the continuation of these massacres and the political goal behind 
them — removal of the Palestinian gun from the Lebanese scene 
— is incompatible with the very basis of our alliance with Syria." 
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Regent hosts Etar 
> for Palestinian leaders 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
the Regent, Wednesday held an 
Iftar banquet for Palestinian dig- 
nitaries. The banqueu held at the 
Regency Palace hotel, was att- 
ended by Minister of Occupied « 
Territories Affairs Dr. Taber 
Kana'an and a number of officials. 
The Regent and the guests 'Att- 
ended evening prayens together. 
The Palestinian dignitaries exp- 
ressed their condemnation of the 
hijack and destruction of a plane 
of Alia, die Royal Jordanian Air- 
line, at Beirut and reaffirmed their 
support ro His Majesty King Hus- 
sein's leadership. The Regent 
conveyed to them the King's gre- 
etings. 

Regent congratulates 
S. Yemeni leader 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan. 
the Regent. Wednesday sent a 
cable of good wishes to South 
Yemeni President Ali Abdullah 
Saleh congratulating him on the 
anniversary of the corrective 
movement in his country. The 
Regent, in his own name and on 
behalf of the government and 
people of Jordan, wished the peo- 
ple of North Yemen continuing 
progress and prosperity. 

‘Eid holidays 
• start Tuesday 

’ AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan will 
observe a three-day public holiday 
’ from next Tuesday on the occ- 
' arion of ‘Eid A1 Firr, which marks 

the end of the Muslim fasting of 
Ramadan, an announcement by 
“ . Prime Minister Zaid Rifai^sajd 
Wednesday. AH government dep- 
artments and institutions will be 
dosed during the holiday and will 
resume work on Saturday, June 
21 

- Arafat arrives 
in Morocco 

RABAT (R) — Palestine Lib- 
eration Organisation (PLO) Cha- 
irman Yasser Arafat arrived 
Wednesday for talks with Mor- 
occan officials, the Moroccan 
-/ news agency MAP said. On Tue- 
sday. Sir. Arafat met President 
Chadli Benjedid in Algiers before 
returning to Tunis for the night. 
Mr. Arafat, who was welcomed in 
Rabat by Foreign Minister Abdul 
Latif HI ali, is expected to discuss 
prospects for an Arab summit with 
King Hassan. King Hassan last 
weekend proposed an ext- 
. raordinaiy Arab summit which 
would be devoted exclusively to 
the Palestinian issue. 

Blast reported 
in W. Bank city 

AMMAN (Petra) — An explosive 
charae hlew up Wednesday in 
Asqalan city in the occupied West 
Bank. An Israeli spokesman said 
that the explosion smashed the 
windows of several buildings and 
cars near the scene. He made no 
mention of casualties. Israel sou- 
rces earlier Tuesday spoke of unp- 
recedented scale of resistance 
operations inside the occupied 
j; territories adding that- a “state of 
horror" was prevailing inside the 
Israeli entity. 
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Hijackers blow up Alia 
plane after freeing hostages 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Lebanese hijackers 
destroyed an airliner of Alia, the Royal Jor- 
danian Airline, with explosives and gunfire 
at Beirut airport Wednesday after releasing 
its passengers and crew. 


Hostages, including the crew 
and captain and about 60 pas- 
sengers, were freed just before the 
gunmen, who hijacked the Boeing 
727 early Tuesday, blew up the 
plane and raked it with gunfire 
before fleeing in a jeep from a 
remote comer of the airport 
where the aircraft had been par- 
ked, according to dispatches by 
the Associated Press and Reuter. 

A spokesman for Alia told the 
Jordan Times in Amman that the 
three crew members and eight 
security guards, some of whom 
were aboard the plane when it was 
stormed by the hijackers on the 
tarmac of Beirut airport, returned 
to Amman late Wednesday abo- 
ard a Middle East Airline (MEA) 
plane. The MEA plane, which was 
originally heading for Jeddah, 
Saudi Arabia, was diverted to take 
the crewmen and security per- 


sonnel to Amman, according to 
the spokesman. 

Some of the freed passengers 
flew to Lamaca, Cyprus, on ano- 
ther MEA plane for onward flight 
to Amman, accordingto reports. 

However, the .MEA plane 
which took them to Larnaca was 
briefly hijacked by a lone man 
armed with a hand grenade, who 
demanded that the Jordanian sec- 
urity men be released by the Alia 
hijackers. 

Apparently, he was unaware 
that the men were already rel- 
eased. The Lamaca hijacker had 
also demanded that Red Cross rel- 
ief workers be aDowed to enter 
Palestinian refugee camps in Bei- 
rut which have oeen under siege 
for the past 24 days by militiamen 
of the Lebanese Shi’ite Amal 
movement 

(Continued on page 2) 


Iraqi, Lebanese leaders deplore 
hijack, destruction of Alia plane 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Izzat Ibrahim, vice-president of the Iraqi Rev- 
olntionaiy Command Council, Wednesday telephoned His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, and deplored the hjj- 
adring and the subsequent destnaetkm of an airliner of AEa, the Royal 
Jordanian AirHne, at Beirut airport. 

Mr. Ibrahim conde mn ed the h(jack- as a des picaMe crime and 
reaffirmed Iraq’s solidarity with Jordan, Jordan Television said. 

Lebanese President Amin Gemayel contacted Prime Minister Zaid 
Rifai and expressed his “deep sorrow and regret” over the hijack and 
destruction (rfthe plane, the Jordanian News Agency, Petra, said. Mr. 
Gemayel , contacted Mr. Rifiri over die phone, denounced the incident 
and expressed “coodenniatkm by all Lebanese of such a criminal ad, 
executed by a belligerent faction, wfll only serve the Israeli enemy," 
Petra said. President Gemayel also asked Mr. Rifai to convey his 
greetings and good wishes to His Majesty King Hussein and Crown 
Prince Hassan. 

The Lebanese president expressed his appreciation for Jordan’s 

Ar»h dnmkawH qijipftrt for I .shanon m its strife 

to secure its independence, unity and sovereignty on its whole land," 
Petra said. 

Mr. Rifai thanked the Lebanese president and assured him that 

“Jon&n ’s stand, as reflected mpotid^ adopted by King Hussein, wfll 
always aim at the unity and sovereignty of lebanoa” and expressed 
hope that peace and security be restored in the brotherly country, 
Petra said. 


SLA chief 
seeks talks 
with his 
Amal-held 
militiamen 

MARJAYOUN, Lebanon (AP) 
— Brigadier Antoine Lahd, com- 
mander of the Israeli-backed 
“South Lebanon Army (SLA)", 
said Wednesday he would con- 
tinue to hold 21 Finnis h UN. sol- 
diers hostage until he found out 
what had happened to 11 mem- 
bers of his militia. 

The retired Lebanese army off- 
icer told reporters in this hilltop 
town that he did not consider the 
Finns captured last Friday to be 
prisoners. But when asked what 
would happen if any of the UN. 
soldiers tried to escape, he said: 

"There are military roles about 
such things. He will be warned, 
and if he doesn’t stop, he will be 
fired on." 

About 60 reporters and pho- 
tographers from Israel, who were 
escorted to Marjayoun by Israeli 
soldiers, later met the Finns in the 
four-zoom bouse where they are 
being held across the alley from 
Brig. Lahd’s office. 

The soldiers, members of the 
10-nation U.N. Interim Force In 
Lebanon (UNIFIL), appeared to 
be in good health. 

Earlier in the day, in the nor- 
thern Israeli town of Metulla. 
Brig. Lahd told the -Associates 
Press that he had given UNIFIL a 
proposal aimed at ending the hos- 
tage affair. 

He said that on Tuesday, he 
suggested to UNIFIL's deputy 
commander. Col. Jean Pons of 
France, that the 11 missing mil- 
itiamen be brought to “a neutral 
place" in order to rive their ver- 
sion of how they left their post. 

The departure of the militiamen 
from their post last Friday pre- 
cipitated the capture of the Fur- 
nish soldiers, although the exact 
circumstances are in dispute. 

Brig. Lahd charged last Sat- 
urday that Finnish UNIFIL sol- 
diers disarmed the 11 SLA mil- 
itiamen and turned them over to 
rival Shi'ite Muslim Amal militia. 

“I suggested that it’s easy to find 
out the truth if they are brought to 
a neutral place and there they can 
say what they want,” Brig. L ajzd 
said in the interview at Metulla. 

Israeli Foreign Ministry Dir- 
ector General David Kimche said 
that Brig. Lahd had pledged to 
free the Finns if he could meet his 
II mflitiamen at -UNIFIL hea- 
dquarters in Naqouxa or another 
place outside Amal control and 
could be persuaded that they had 
indeed defected. 

Brig. Lahd told the Maxjayoun 
news conference that Israel has- 
not pressured him to release the 
Finns. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Amal intensifies rocket, shell 
barrage on two Beirut camps 


BEIRUT (AP) — Militiamen of 
the Shfhe Amal movement ste- 
pped up their 24-day-old assault 
on Palestinian refugee campsjri 
Beirut Wednesday, pounding two 
beleaguered refugee camps with 
tanks and mortars. 

Amal men, supported by ele- 
ments of the army, and Palestinian 
defenders battled throughout the 
night, briefly held their fire in the 
morning and resumed fighting in 
the afternoon. 

Police said at least nine people 
were killed and 159 were wou- 
nded in hostilities around Shatila 
and Bourj A1 Barajneh before the 
morning lull. 

That raised the overall toll to 
548 killed and 2,251 wounded 
since Amal mflitiamen and army 
soldiers of the mainly Shf ice Sixth 
Brigade attacked the camps May 
19. . 

A Palestinian spokesman in 
Shatila said 21 people have been 
killed and 75 wounded in the 
camp in the past 48 hours. He said 
39 of the wounded were in critical 
condition and appealed for the 
Red Cross to help evacuate them. 

Amal has not allowed the res- 
cuers into Shatila at all. But the 


Red Cross has made several trips 
to ‘Bourj AJ Barajneh and eva- 
cuated 95 Pales tinians . 

The spokesman, who requested 
anbnynuty,said Amalforces* tried, 
to advance under heavy barrage of 
tank fire on the southeastern ent- 
rance to Shatila, but were rep- 
elled. 

Palestinian gunners entrenched , 
, in hills above Beirut blasted Amal 
positions in south Beirut with 
multiple-barrelled rocket lau- 
nchers to ease pressure on the 
camps. 

Police had no immediate rep- 
orts of casualties in the afternoon 
.barrages. 

The flare-up followed a. 
several-day lull in the battle for 
the control of the three Beirut 
camps, once the home for up to 
120,000 Palestinian refugees. 

Rockets and mortars exploded 
in the mostly Muslim western sec- 
tor of west Beirut as some fighters 
sheltered by Progressive Socialist 
Party (PSP) mflitiamen allies gat- 
hered for an evacuation from the 
Lebanese capital. 

The evacuees had taken refuge 
with the PSP after the fad of the 
Sabra refugee camp 13 days ago to 
Amal. Amal had eased its off- 


ensive after overrunning Sabra, 
but maintained a tight siege on the 
adjacent Shatila and Boutj A1 

Barajneh. . - 

•I - . An estuna ted 3, 000 men and an 
unknown number of Palestinian 
women and children are trapped 
in the two shanty towns. 

About 250 Palestinians were 
transported from the PSP- 
controlled Mosseitbeh and Fak- 
ir ani neighbourhoods in Beirut, 
witnesses said. A convoy of five 
buses was seen travelling towards 
the Shouf mountains, also held by 
the PSP, southeast of Beirut in the 
afternoon. 

Witnesses reported that scores 
of PSP militiamen, armed with 
rocket-propelled grenades, rifles 
and hand grenades escorted the 
Palestinians out of Beirut. 

The PSP and Amal, longtime 
allies in the 10-year Lebanese civil 
war, fought for 10 hours in the 
streets of west Beirut on Tuesday 
in an apparent fallout from the 
Amal assault against the camps. 

Four people were killed and 27 
wounded in the battles before a 
ceasefire was arranged at mid- 
it between the PSP and Amal 
litia commands. 


Iraq reports raid on ship, 
air strikes on Iranians 


BAHRAIN (Agencies) — Iraq 
Wednesday reported air attacks 
on a large naval target near Iran’s 
Kharg Island oil terminal as well 
as on five Iranian towns and a mil- 
itary camp. 

The towns attacked, in raids up 
to 500 kilometres inside Iran, inc- 
luded Kashan. Kermanshah and 
the southern oil city of Abadan, 
which was hit twice, a military 
spokesman said. 

The spokesman said earlier 
Iraqi jets hit a large naval taxget — 
a term used in the past to refer to 
an oil tanker — in an attack near 
Kharg Island Tuesday night. 
There was no independent con- 
firmation of the raid from Gulf 
shipping sources. 

■ All -aircraft returned safely to 
base, the Iraqi -spokesman said. 

Iran’s national news agency 
IRNA, said Iraqi planes violated 
Iranian air space several times 
Tuesday night and Wednesday, 
could not cause casuiaties or dam- 
age. 

Iraq last reported a raid on shi- 
ing on June 3, but there has 
_ _en no independently-confirmed 
strike attributed to Iraq since May 
1 when a 71,780- ton Turkish tan- 
ker, the Burak M, was hit after 
leading crude at Kharg. 

But it has mounted almost 
drily air attacks on Iranian towns, 
including the capital Tehran, since 
May 26 when the latest round of 
air strikes started. Iran has hit 
back with artillery bombardments 
of border towns in Iraq and missile 


attacks on Baghdad. 

Two container ships have been 
hit on the western side of the Gulf 
in the past two weeks'in raids att- 
ributed by shipping sources to 
Iran. 

Shipping and marine salvage 
agencies in Bahrain and Dubai, 
who monitor navigation along the 
Gulf sea lanes, said they received 
no distress signals from any ship in 
the region since midnight Tuesday 

But radio operators who mon- 
itor every ripple in the Gulf said 
that attacks on ships near Kharg 
were difficult to detect in Bahrain 
and Dubai. 

Air attacks on Kharg and on 
ships near the terminal were part 
of the Iraqi stated aim of shaking 
off Iran’s economy by blocking its 
oil exports. 

IRNA said earlier an Iraqi mis- 
sile attack on theca ty of Bakhtaran 
Tuesday killed at least right peo- 
ple. 

On June 5 Iraqi rockets killed at 
least 33 people in Bakhtaran — 
the former Kermanshah — and 
wounded a number of people, the 
agency said. 

There was another missile att- 
acks on the city the next day in 
whidi four people were killed, 
Iran said. 

AI Thawra. organ of Iraq’s rul- 
ing Baath Party, said Tuesday 
Iraqi air and missile attacks into 
Iran were not “temporary” but 
would continue until Tehran res- 
ponded to a comprehensive and 
just peace. 


Haj Hassan 
denounces 
Israeli 
practices 

GENEVA (Petra) — Minister of 
Labour and Social Development 
Khried Al Haj Hassan Wed- 
nesday condemned Israel's arb- 
itrary measures and racial policy 
against the Palestinian people liv- 
ing in the Israeli-occupied Arab 
territories and called on the Int- 
ernational Labour Organisation 
(ILO) to seek, an end to the Israeli 
practices. 

Speaking to the 72nd session of 
the ILO, Mr. Haj Hassan, in his 
capacity as the elected chairman 
of the Arab group participating in 
the conference, underlined “Isr- 
ael's . racial practices against Arab 
residents, the Israeli expansionist 
policy reflected in setting up more 
settlements in the occupied ter- 
ritories and the negative impact of 
such practices on the economic 
situation and conditions of lab- 
ourers living there.” 

Mr. Haj Hassan conveyed to the 
conference a report drawn up by a 
recent ILO fact-finding mission to 
the region. The report overlooked 
several facts and important issues 
in the Middle East which the Arab 
group deems to be of high sig- 
nificance, he said. The report neg- 
lected the negative impacts of the 
Israeli settlements and terrorist 
attacks by Jewish settlers against 
Arab citizens, he said. 



r A Boeing 727 of Alia, the Royal Jordanian Airline, 
goes up in flames at Brirat airport after the hqaeked 
aircraft was Mown op by a group of hijackers Wed- 


nesday. Armed militiamen of the Amal movement 
are on the runway. (AP wirephoto) 


Paris to receive 
Jordan-PLO team 


PARIS (R) — France moved 
Wednesday to support a new Arab 
Middle East peace initiative by 
announcing that a joint 
Jordan! an-Palestini an delegation 
would visit Paris soon. 

A statement issued during the 
night by External Relations Min- 
ister Roland Dumas said the del- 
egation had asked to visit other 
west European countries to dis- 
cuss ways of resolving the Pal- 
estinian issue. 

“Within a few days the (10- 
nation) European Community 
is expected to respond to a 
request to receive a Jordanian- 
Palestinian delegation, as- -eve- 
rybody is aware that the Pal- 
estinian question is at the heart of 
the Lebanese tragedy,” Mr. 
Dumas said. 

France had been asked in its 
capacity as a permanent member 
of the United Nations Security 
Council and had granted the req- 
uest, he added. 

Authoritative French sources 
said it would be a high-level del- 
egation but that it would not inc- 
lude Yasser Arafat, chairman of 
the Palestine Liberation Org- 
anisation (PLO). 


China is' the only country to 
have received such a delegation so 
far. 

The diplomatic activity follows 
a Feb. 1 1 agreement by the PLO 
and Jordan to make a joint ini- 
tiative for peace in exchange for 
the return of occupied Arab ter- 
ritories. 

King Hussein gained American 
backing for the move during a rec- 
ent visit to Washington, ana a sen- 
ior U.S. envoy arrived in Europe 
last week to discuss it with Eur- 
opean Community leaders, not- 
ably in France and Britain. 

. British : Prime Minister Mar- 
garet Thatcher said Tuesday she 
hoped to visit Jordan this summer. 

On Monday, Israeli Prime Min- 
ister Shimon Peres ruled out an 
international peace conference 
suggested by Jordan, but he called 
on permanent members of the 
Security Council to provide sup- 
port for direct Arab-Israeli peace 
talks. 

He called for continuing con- 
sultations among the United Sta- 
tes, Israel, Jordan, and Egypt, but 
reiterated Israel's refusal to meet 
members of the PLO. 


U.S. reviews arms 
sales, aid to Jordan 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
U.S. Secretary of State George 
Shultz met with Republican lea- 
ders of the Senate on Tuesday to 
discuss possible arms sales to Jor- 
dan in hopes of encouraging the 
Kingdom to continue its Middle 
East peace initiative. 

“There was a discussion of the 
peace process, and that includes 
assistance to Jordan, obviously, of 
an economic and military cha- 
racter," said Senator Richard 
Lugar, chairman of the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee. 

Mr. Shultz, however, did not say 
whether President Ronald Rea- 
gan would recommend the sale of 
mobile Hawk anti-aircraft missiles 
or other sophisticated weapons to 
Jordan, Mr. Lugar said. 

Mr. Lugar told reporters that be 
expected the administration first 
would present its overall arms sale 
plan for the Middle East — wit- 


hout specific proposals for any 
country — to a hearing of the for- 
eign relations committee before 
Congress recesses June 28. 

“I've indicated to the secretary 
that we would make time available 
if they would wish to proceed in 
that way," Mr. Lugar said after the 
meeting in the office of Senator 
Robert Dole, leader of the Rep- 
ublican majority. 

Early this year the adm- 
inistration announced it would 
suspend making any new arms 
sales to the Middle East while it 
reviewed the military balance in 
the region. 

Mr. Lugar said the adm- 
inistration now had completed its 
study and that Mr. Reagan would 
be briefed on the rec- 
ommendations "within the next 
few days." 

Cop tinned on page 5 


Reagan, Gandhi open 
talks on optimistic note 


WASHINGTON (R) — President 
Reagan opened talks with visiting 
Indian Prime Minister Rajiv Gan- 
dhi Wednesday and expressed 
optimism that the significant dip- 
lomatic differences between their 
countries couId*be overcome. 

Greeting Mr. Gandhi on bis first 
official visit to the United States, 
Mr. Reagan acknowledged the 
differences, but paid he was opt- 
imistic about the future of their 
bilateral relations. 

“This is an opportunity to prove 
our mutual goodwill by discussing’ 
these differences frankly," he 
added. 

He said tiie commitment to 
democracy in both countries was a 
dose link. “We find the areas of 
agreement far outweigh the dif- 
ferences of tiie moment,” he said, 

Mr. Gandhi, in Ins opening 


remarks, also acknowledged dif- 
ferences between the countries 
rooted in India's close relationship 
with the Soviet Union and Was- 
hington's backing of Pakistan. 

“Yes, there are differences,” 
Mr. Gandhi said. “But firing 
above them are the beliefs we 
share in common — in the sup- 
remacy of freedom, in the nec- 
essity of equality." 

Officials of both sides said .Mr. 
Gandhi's talks with Mr. Reagan 
and five U.S. cabinet members 
were unlikely to provide a major 
breakthrough in relations long 
marked by mutual suspicion. 

But they said that over the lon- 
ger term, trade could prove the 
key to better- relations and Mr. 
Reagan applauded Mr. Gandhi's 
recent moves to encourage foreign 
investment in Indian industry. 


Israeli 
parliament 
approves 
Peres plan 

TEL A VIV (Agencies) — Israel's 
parliament voted by an ove- 
rwhelming margin Wednesday to 
approve Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres' plans for starting Middle’ 
East peace negotiations. 

The Knesset went straight into 
the vote tty a show of hands at the 
beginning of its session. Those vot- 
ing against were members of the 
small opposition parties. 

Mr. Perea, who presented his 
plan to parliament Monday ."called 
for the United States to talk with 
both Israel and * a joint 
Jordanian-Palestinian delegation 
to prepare the groundwork for 
peace talks to start within three 
months. 

He also called for the support of 
the other four permanent mem- 
bers of the United Nations Sec- 
urity Council — the Soviet Union, 
Britain, France and China — wit- 
hout defining their role. 

Mr. Peres' proposal excluded an 
international peace conference 
with the participation of the five 
permanent members and the Pal- 
estine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) from peace talks. 

Mr. Peres' proposals were 
based on five points: 

— Continued U.S. talks with Isr- 
ael, Jordan, Egypt and Pal-' 
estinians who are not members of 
the PLO: 

— Creating Israeli and 
Jordanian-Palestinian working 
teams to work out an agenda for a 
peace conference, “with the par- 
ticipation of the United States"; 

— Enlisting the support of the 
permanent Security Council 
members for direct talks, “without 
their committing themselves in 
advance to supporting the stand of 
one of the sides"; 

— Appointing “authentic Pal- 
estinian representatives" from the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. Mr. 
Peres said these Palestinians 
would “represent the positions of 
the inhabitants (of the territories) 
and will be acceptable to the 
sides"; 

— "Convening an opening con- 
ference within three months, at a 
place to be agreed on in the Uni- 
ted Slates, Europe or the Middle 
East-’’ 

Parliament also voted to reject 
three opposition motions of no- 

” (Continued on page 5) 
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U.S. House approves 
aid to Egypt, Israel 


WASHINGTON (R) — The U.S. House of Rep- 
resentatives has given tentative approval to a $2 
billion package of economic assistance to Israel and 
Egypt, rejecting a move to cut $500 million in Egy- 
ptian aid. 


By an overwhelming^ 14 to 1 10 
vote. House metbbers defeated an ■ 
amendment to cut the Egyptian 
aid contained in a $13.5 billion 
supplemental spending bill for a 
host of U.S. government pro- 
grammes. 

Defeat of the amendment, pro- 
posed by Representative Hank: 
Brown, a Colorado Republican, 
was tantamount to tentative app- 
roval of the $2 billion Egypt-Israel 
aid package. 

The $1.5 bfllioa for Israel and 
$500 million for Egypt is designed 
to help those countries overcome 
their economic difficulties. 

Mr. Brown offered his ame- 
ndment as a budget-cutting move 
in the face of huge U.S. budget 
deficits. 

The House is expected to app- 


rove the money bill and sent it to 
the Senate after it completes ame- 
ndments, including assistance to 
anti-government rebels in Nic- 
aragua. 

.. In addition to direct aid to 
Egypt and Israel, the measure inc- 
ludes. $8 million for developing 
projects, for Palestinian residents 
of the WesFBank and Gaza Strip. 

“It would be a terrible signal to 
-those moderate governments in 
the Middle East whom we want to 
join with us in the peace process," 
said Republican Representative 
Jack Kemp in arguing against the 
move to cut the Egyptian aid 

The 314-110 vote rejecting the 
amendment came after Mr. Kemp 
and other key Appropriations 
Committee members from both 
the Republican and Democratic 


parties argued against the att- 
empt. 

The aid, which would be in add- 
ition to $2.2 billion, already being 
provided to Egypt this year and 
$2.3 billion next year, was req- 
uested by President Ronald Rea- 
gan to help the Egyptian gov- 
ernment overcome economic pro- 
blems. 

No one objected to the extra aid 
for Israel, which is in addition to 
$2.6 billion this year and $3 billion 
□ext year. 

A companion authorisation for 
the supplemental package for Isr- 
ael and Egypt is pending in the 
foreign aid bill that comes onto the 
House floor later this week. 

The emergency package also 
included $8 million in hum- 
anitarian assistance to Pal- 
estinians in the Israeli-occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip, to be 
administered through private cha- 
rities with the approval of the Isr- 
aeli government 


Egyptian forces brace for disturbances 


CAIRO (R) — The government 
has placed security forces on the 
alen to crush any disturbances, 
after warning of plans to foment 
unrest among Egypt’s masses. 

The warning, in an unusual Int- 
erior Ministry statement Tuesday 
night, comes ahead of a planned 
march by Muslim fundamentalists 
to the presidential palace on Fri- 
day to demand the immediate int- 
roduction of Sharia Islamic Law in 

Egypt- 

Witnesses also reported a dem- 
onstration on a building site near 


Cairo Tuesday over what workers 
said was management’s failure to 
pay a May Day Bonus. Last month 
police broke up an anti-Israeli str- 
eet protest in Cairo. 

Tuesday night's ministry sta- 
tement said: “Some elements 
have recently attempted to stir 
unrest by instigating the masses to 
stage demonstrations or marches. 
Security forces have been ordered 
to confront such behaviour.” 

It was not clear if the planned 
march on the presidential palace, 
timed for the last Friday in the 


Muslim fasting month of Ram- 
adan, would go ahead in defiance 
of a government ban. 

A court Tuesday- deferred until 
Saturday a decision on an appeal 
the organisers lodged against the 
ban. 

Some 100 fundamentalists 
demonstrated outside the court . 

Sheikh Hafez Sal ama. a leading 
cleric who brought the cotut case, 
said three weeks ago that the 
march would only be called off if 
the government immediately imp- 
lemented Sharia. 


Numeiri suppressed famine news, U.N. aide says 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — A 
U.N. official has said that one mil- 
lion Sudanese children under 
eight years of age will die next year 
if the drought and famine con- 
ditions continue and rapid relief is 
not delivered to the North African 
country. 

“I need $12 million to $14 mil- 
lion tomorrow,” Sami Basta. 
Sudan country director for the 
United Nations Children's Fund 
(UNICEF), told a news con- 
ference. ' 

The'' UNICEF ' official from 
Egypt said deposed Sudanese Pre- 
sident Jaafar Numeiri played pol- 
itics with lives suppressing famine 


news and delaying relief efforts in 
a country wheremore people were 
affected by hunger than Ethiopia. 

Mr. Basta said Numeiri tola his 
people in 1984 that Ethiopia had 
famine because of its Marxist reg- 
ime while the Sudan “had the one 
‘ one faith, Islam" and would be 
protected. 

“Ministers were begging us not 
to publicise information (about 
the drought)," Mr. Basta said, 
while drought and .famine were 
. • spreading, tgnearly every part of 
".the Sudap^'V;' .. 
- “ It was not until the end of last 
year, when some 50,000 hungry 
people had gathered near the cap- 


ital, Khartoum, that Numeiri’ s 
government acknowledged a nat- 
ionwide emergency and requested 
help. 

Numeiri was overthrown in a 
military coup in April. 

Meanwhile, “Ethiopia has been 
monopolising not only the news 
but the money as well," Mr. Basta 
said. 

Mr. Basta said that UNICEF 
had requested $18 million each 
for their relief operations to help 
mothers and dmdttJH in Ethiopia” 
..and the Sudan. Ethiopia received 
the full amount fast,~Mr- Basta- 
said. The Sudan has so far rec- 
eived only about $4 million. 


Saudis run 
camp for 
famine victims 

AL-GENEINA, Sudan (R) — A 
relief camp here ran by Saudi 
Arabia is a brightly-lit oasis in die 
famine-stricken wastes of Sudan. 

“People approaching the area 
at night mistake the camp for the 
town," said Saud Abdul Aziz, 37, 
from Riyadh, leader of five Saudis 
who run AI Deisa Camp in wes- 
tern Sudan’s remote Darfur pro- 
vince. 

The reason for die error is that 
the camp has electricity, from 
generators flown in by the Royal 
Saudi Air Force. Local people say 
Al Geneina town's power fli- 
ckered out some time ago, app- 
arently because near-bankrupt 
Sudan is short of fuel. 

The Saudi camp holds 5,500 
mainly Sudanese famine victims in 
500 aiiy bamboo huts, each with a 
separate cookhouse outside. The 
camp is financed by state and pri- 
vate Saudi institutions and run by 
the Saudi Red Crescent 
The generators mean the Saudis 
can run an air-conditioned orp- 
hanage. They also pomp water 
from a new well, sparing camp 
dwellers the diarrhoea common 
around Al Geneina in a part of 
Sudan worst hit by the African 
■drought 

* An elegant brick-built mosque 
painted blue and white also dis- 
tinguishes the camp. A sign says 
“Kmg Fahd Mosque.” 

Abdul Aziz and his team have 
doffed their flowing head dresses 
to toil 1 6 hours a day. He said they 
tour villages and hospitals to see 
what help they can offer. 


Britain wants Syria 
to withdraw diplomat 


LONDON (Agencies) — Britain 
said Wednesday it wanted Syria to 
withdraw a diplomat who refused 
to vacate a flat he was occupying 
illegally until the Queen Int- 
ervened on behalf of the homeless 
family who own it 

The Foreign Office made the 
statement after Ahmad Waiid 
Rajab, a counsellor at the Syrian 
embassy, responded to a gov- 
ernment ultimatum by handing 
back the keys to a flat he had ref- 
used to leave since he rented it for 
six months in 1982. 

. The family who own the flat say 
they had been unable to repossess 
it because Rajab, claiming dip- 
lomatic immunity, had refused to 
move out 

“His behaviour has been una- 
cceptable and we hope that the 
Syrians wili conclude that it will be 
best that he should be withdrawn 
from the country," a Foreign Off- 
ice spokesman said. 

“If they do not reach that con- 
clusion we shall soon have to look 
at the situation further," he 
added. 

The government, asked by 
Queen Elizabeth to remove Rajab 
from the flat, said earlier this week 
it would demand his withdrawal 
unless the affair was settled by 
Friday. 

Meanwhile John Chaff ey, the 
flat’s owner who was moving back 
in Wednesday, said he had asked 
for police protection following 
threats against his family. He did 
not elaborate. 


Rajab’s wife and daughter left 
the apartment Tuesday night with 
their lawyer. Rajab had left sev- 
eral hours earlier Tuesday, three 
days ahead of the expulsion dea- 
dline against him set by Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher’s 
government. 

Removal men lugged the Rajab 
family’s possessions from the apa- 
rtment he rented on a six-month 
lease in 1982 and had sub- 
sequently refused to leave, cla- 
iming diplomatic immunity to 
avoid court eviction orders against 
him. 

Rajab did not appear and made 
no comment on the case. 

Chaff ey told the British Bro- 
adcasting Corp. (BBC) in a radio 
interview Wednesday that he has 
requested police protection for his 
14-year-ofd daughter and 11- 
y ear-old son following threats 
from Rajab. He said Rajab’s wife 
and daughter left the apartment 
threatening further action against 
the British family. 

But Rajah's 17-year-old dau- 
ghter, Rula. told reporters at the 
three-bedroom ed apartment Tue- 
sday night that her family had 
been “made out as villains.” She 
maintained her father's attorney 
told the family the six-month lease' 
“was automatically renewed." 

Chaffey, a 50-year-old buildet, 
rented the apartment for £100 
($126) a week to Rajab in May 
1982 while on a six-month bus- 
iness trip with his wife and chi- 
ldren in America. 


Qadhafi blames Syria 
for Beirut camp war 


CAIRO (AP) — Libyan leader 
Col. Muammar Qadhafi has bla- 
med Syria for the three-week 
siege of Palestinian camps in Bei- 
rut but says Libya remains “nat- 
ural allied' with the Damascus 
government/ 

“We hold Syria responsible for 
what is takin g place in the camps, 
not because Syria is committing 
the actual atrocities there but bec- 
. ause she is capable of intervening 

and cutting off th e hands of AmaT' 
Col. Qadhafi told a rally near Tri- 
poli late Tuesday. 

His remarks were distributed 
Wednesday by the official JANA 
news agency. According to 
JANA, Col. Qadhafi stressed that 
“we T ip-main natural allies with 
Syria and (president) Hafez Assad 
against the Zionists, imperialists 
and reactionaries." . 

But he added, “this does not 
mean in any manner that we sac- 
rifice the Palestinian people and 
their camps.” 

JANA said Col. Qadhafi told 
the rally that Mr. Assad would not 
accept “the murder of Pal- 
es tiruans, including women and 
children” in the Beirut camps. 

He described Sbi’ite Muslim* 
efforts to involve Syria in the att- 
acks on Palestinians “is a con- 
spiracy against the unity of Syria 
and Libya.” 

The speech marked the first 
time Col. Qadhafi has publicly 
held the Syrians responsible for 
the attacks, which began on May 
19 when Shi’ite Ama! militiamen 
trifcd to enter Palestinian camps. 


Amal leader Nabih Bern said 
his men were attempting to pre- 
vent the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (FLO) -from ree- 
stablishing its Beirut power base 
which was destroyed in the 198*. 

Israeli invasion of Lebanon. 

Col. Qadhafi called for the ass- 
assination of Nabih Beni fbrhis 
part in the three-week-old Shfite 
assault on Palestinian refugee 
camps in Lebanon. 

He said that it was “right” to kill 
Mr. Bern because the Shi'ite ass- 
ault on the camps was a “dis- 
grace." 

Col Qadhafi accused Mr. Bern 
of repeating the massacres at tbe 
Sabra and Shatila Palestinian ref- 
ugee camps in west Beirut in Sep- 
tember 1982 when several hun- 
dred Palestinians were killed by 
Lebanese Falangist militiamen. 

He said Mr. Beni was a “Sha- 
ron number two" and added: 
“The Arab who massacres a Pal- 
estinian is an Israeli. Today we 
cannot differentiate between the 
so-called Nabih Bern and Sha- 
ron.” 

Col. Qadhafi referred to what 
he called an “Israeli- 
Arab -American conspiracy aga- 
inst the Palestinian presence in 
Lebanon." 

Israel’s former Defence Min- 
ister Ariel Sharon was sacked in 
1983 after Israel’s state com-' 
mission of inquiry into the 1982 
massacre faulted Israeli aut- 
horities for not foreseeing the kil- 
ling or making a serious effort to 
stop them. 


Alia plane blown up in Beirut 


(Continued from page 1) 

The hijackers of the Alia plane, 
which flew to Larnaca and Pal- 
ermo, Sicily, before returning to 
Beirut Tuesday after being ref- 
used permission to land in Tunis, 
had demanded that all Pales tinian 
fighters leave the Sabra, Shatila 
and Bourj A] Barajneh camps of 
Beirut. " 

According to reports, the hij- 
ackers belonged to a group calling 
itself “the group of martyrs of the 
Lebanese resistance." 

The Larnaca hijack ended when 
the hijacker was told that the eight 
Jordanian security men, who were 
earlier reported to have been 
.taken b<*tage Jjy tfce Alia, hij- 
ackers when they fled Beirut air- 
rt, were released. T he M EA 
ker IaTfer boarded a5" , Alia 
t to Amman. 

iptain Awani Maher of the. 


Jordanian Airliner had told Ass- 
ociated Press correspondent Josef 
Panossian at Larnaca airport that 
he would not take off until the hij- 
acker was taken off his plane and 
searched. 

“I will hot fly until I am sure he 
is unarmed,” CapL Awani had 
said. 

The Alia security personnel, 
some of whom were overseeing 
identification of baggages by pas- 
sengers before boarding the air- 
craft, were apparently ove- 
rwhelmed when the hijackers, fir- 
ing pistols, stormed the half-full 
plane. Passengers who were on the 
tarmac fled in panic to the aiiport 
terminal, reports said. 

The hijackers stormed the Alia 
„ plane as it. was preparing to take 
* off on a, . scheduled flight to 

Amman*-'- ■■■• • - 

- It wentifirst to Larnaca in Cyp- • 
ras where it refuelled, then to 
Tunis, where the runway was Mo- 


cked to prevent it landing. After 
refuelling again in Sicily it flew 
back to Beirut 

The plane returned to Beirut 
Tuesday night after being refused 
permission to land at Tunis. 

It left again at 2:45 a.ra. (2345 
GMT) after the hijackers freed six 
Lebanese passengers and thr- 
eatened to blow up the plane and 
the re maining hostages if Arab 
League Secretary-General Chadli 
KJibi did not come to Lebanon 
within 12 hours. 

The hijackers read out a sta- 
tement accusing the Arab League 
council of “hypocrisy” for mee- 
ting in Tunis at die weekend to 
discuss the three-week siege of 
Palestinian refugee camps in Bei- 
rut. 

obey had said that if the dem- 
and was not met “the passengers 
would be killed and their bodies 
sent to Klibi.” 

Mr. Klibi was in contact Wed- 


nesday morning with the Leb- 
anese government about the hij- 
ack, before the plane was blown 
up, league sources in Tunis said. 

The sources did not give details 
of the contacts nor how or from 
where the secretary-general made 
his contacts with “all of the parties 
.concerned," but said the effort 
was to “save the innocent lives and 
put an end to the tragedy." 

The hijackers released three 
other hostages earlier Wednesday 
before deciding that their only 
way out was to blow up the plane 
while Amal- fighters stood by. 

The hijackers apparently esc- 
aped in the confusion, possibly 
with the help of sympathisers in 
the ShFifce-populated suburbs that 
ring the airport. 

Amal officials have been key 
figures in the negotiations with the 
six hijackers, believed to be Shi'ite 
militants, since it flew back to Bei- 
rut Tuesday night 

The pilot of the hijacked plane, 
Capt Ulf Sultan, a Swede, said 


that the Amal militiamen were 
“the same guys as thje hijackers." 

Asked how the hijacking hap- 
pened, he said: “I don’t know. We 
were in the cockpit when, it hap- 
pened." 

As the drama went into its sec- 
ond day, the hijackers had shot at . 
a car that came dose to the plane 
and refused to negotiate with any- 
one of less than ministerial rank, 
aiiport sources said. 

The hijackers' spokesman, who 
identified himself only as Nazih, 
earlier had warned that if “anyone 
less than a cabinet minister” app- 
roached the plane he would shoot 
up the airport control tower. 

Nazih had demanded that five 
leading Muslim politidans and 
clerics come to the airport to neg- 
otiate for the release of the hos- 
tages. Rut they neyer came. 

Alia 'officials identified thie 
co-pilot and flight engineer, both 
Jordanian, as Said Uraiqat and 
Tayseer Haddadeen. 
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TODAY’S EVENTS 


FILMS 

“ "Defense de Savior'* at 7:45 pun. at 
the French Cultural Centre. 

* "The Circus” at 5:00 p jn. at the Ame- 
rican Centre. 

CULTURAL CENTRES 

Royal Cultural Centre Tel. 661026/7 

American Centre — 644371 

American Centre Library — 641520 

British Council 636147-8 

French Cultural Centre - 637009 

Goethe Institute . 641993 

Soviet Chhnral Centre 644203 

Spanish Cultural Centre 62 4049 

Turkish Cultural Centre 639777 

Haya Arts Centre 665195 

Hussein Youth City 667181 

Y.W.CA 641793 

Y.W.MA 66425! 

Amman Municipal Library 636111 
University of Jordan Library 843555 

MUSEUMS 

Folklore Museum: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 years old. Also mosaics 
from Madaba and J crash (4th to 18th 
centuries). The Roman Theatre. 
Amman. Opening boors: 9.00 am. - 5 
pm. Year-round. TeL 651760. 

Jordan A rch a e ol o gi c a l MaaeomrHas an 
excellent collection of the antiquities of 
Jordan. JabaJ AI QaTa (Grand Hill). 
Opening horns: 9.00 am. - 5.00 pm. 
(Fridays and official holidays 10.00 a.m, 
4.00 pm.). Closed Tuesdays. 

Jordan Notional Gallery*. Contains a col- 
lection of paintings, ceramics, and scu- 
lptures by contemporary Islamic artists 
from most of tbe Muslim countries and a 
coflectioo of paintings by 19th Century 
orientalist artists. Muntazah, JabaJ 
Luweflxkh. Opening bouts: 10.00 am. 
1.30 pm. and 330 am. - 6.00 pm. 
Closed Tuesdays. Tet 630128. 

* Maity i s* Manorial (MMtary M nwm n): 
Collection of militaiy memorabilia dat- 
ing front tbe Arab Revolt of 1916. 
Sports City, Amman. Opening hours 9 
am. -4 p.m. Cased Saturdays. TeL 

664240. 

Popular Life of Jordan Museums 100 to 
150 years old items such as co tunes, 
weapons, musical instruments, etc. 
Oparins boon: 9.00 am. - 5.00 pm. 
Closed Tuesdays- Td. 637169. 


SERVICE CLUBS 

Lions Amman Chib. Meetings every 
Gist and thud Wednesday at the Hol- 
iday Inn, 1.30 p.m. 

Lions Philadelphia Club. Meetings 
every second and fourth Wednesday at 
theAmmoa Hotel, 7:30 pm. 

Rotary Onb. Meetings 


AMMAN AIRPORT 

This information is supplied bv Alia inf- 
ormation department at the Queen Alia 
■International Airport teL (08) 53200-5, 
where It should always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 


every Wednesday at tbe Holiday Inn, 
1:30 pm. 

Rotary CM». Meetings every Tuesday' 
at the Intercontinental Hotel, 2.00pm. 
Royal Automobile Qub. Jabal Amman, 
Eighth Grcle. Td. 815261, 815410 


CHURCHES 

St. Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman, td. 624590. 

Church of tbe Anaudatfea (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luwribdeh, 637440. 
Dc la Sute Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein. 661757. 

Church of the AnumdatJon (Greek 
OrthodoxlAbdaK. 623541. 

AngHraa Church (Church oTtbe Rod- 
eener) Jabal Amman. 625383. 
Annc m a ai CaffanHr Church AshraCeh, 

771331. 

Anneuian Orthodox Qaardi Ashrafieh, 
775261. 

SL Ephraim Church (Syrian Orthodox) 
Ashrafieh, 771751. 

Ajuumbi h ta nd o u al Qnd (Inter- 
denominational): meets al Southern 
Baptist School in Shmrisani. 816534, 
817534 

Evangelical Luthern Church, Jabal 
Amman. 6th Code, (Rev. N. Sizar), 
Td: 811295 
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MARITIME TRAFFIC 

Regular-tine ships docking at Aqaba 
port 

— Mar 
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Amin Kaw&r and Sans Company, Td: 
622324-9 at your service. 


v WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

A drop in temperature is expected, 
with northwesterly moderate winds. In 
Aqaba, winds wfll be oortheriy mod- 
erate and calm sea. 

Lowjhigh te mp erature in deg.C. 

.Amman I&30 

Aqaba 23/37 

Deserts 15134 

Jordan Valley 21/35 

Yesterday’s high tempera in res: 
Amman 32, Aqaba 39. Humidity rea- 
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if Gerasa ruins, inscriptions reveal aspects of Decapolis life 




\0> 


Text and photos by" 

Rami G, Khonri 

bi this durdartide on the Greco-Roman Oecapolis cities, Rami Kho- 
urt reviews the histones! and mlttirni «« . . . ■# , ^ 


the Decapolis cities. 

AMMAN — Because it is the best 
'preserved Decapolis city, Jerash 
(Gerasa) has provided us with the 
mosr intonnation about the his- 
tory, culture and social order of 
the Decapolis cities and their peo- 
: ple. 

The city of Gerasa, in its exi- 
sting form, started as a Hellenistic 
entity, but little of the Greek dty 
has ever been found or excavated.* 
'A small, walled Hellenistic city' 
most likely would have been loc- 
ated in the area on and around 
"Gimp Hill”, overlooking the 
Oval Plaza from the east Exc- 
avations and inscriptions show 
that Gerasa started to spread out 
in the 1st Century B.G soon after 
Pompey “freed” it in 63 B.C. 
Major building activity started in 
earnest in the first half of the 1st 
Century A.D., both in the south 
near Camp Hill and the Temple of 
Zeus, and in the north near the 
first Temple of Artemis. 

The existing ruins and the ove- 
rall townplan date mainly from 
the 2nd Century A.D., reflecting 
the building spree that followed 
die Trajianic annexation of Petra 
and the kingdom of Nabataea in 

1 06 A . D. an d the establishment of 
the Province of Arabia. The basis 
for the 2nd Century urban dev- 
elopment. however, can be traced 
-back to the second half of the 1st 
Century A.D., to around 50-75 
A.D. This was when the basic 
town plan of Gerasa was for- 
mulated, key elements of which 
were the intersecting main* streets 
of the city and its outer walls. 

In the following centuries, ind- 
ividual monuments and even ent- 
ire neighbourhoods or public 
areas of the city would be built and 
rebuilt. But the growth and occ- 
asional redevelopment of the city 
would always fit into the general 
plan established in the middle of 
the 1st Century. This clan rev- 
olved around the colonnaded 
main street, the Cardo, and the 
two intersecting colonnaded side 
streets, the North and South Dec- 
umanus. The dty walls and gates 
were first built towards the end of 
the 1st Century A.D. Some of the 
city's most important public mon- 
uments, thbrouahfares and Open 
spaces were established at this 
time, including the large South 
Theatre, the unique Oval Plaza 
and the Cardo. 

The prosperity that came with 
the Trajianic era (98-117 A.D.) 
continued during the reign of the 
Emperor Hadrian (1 17-138 
A.D.). Hadrian himself travelled 
throuch the Province of Arabia in 
IZft’DO A.D.. and spent some 
time at Gerasa. 

The city marked this high hon- 
our by building a richly decorated 
triumphal arch, known today as 
Hadrian's Arch. It is the first 
monument one sees when app- 
roaching .Jerash from the south, 
'and it stands rather alone because 
'the original plans to expand the 
dty walls to meet up wifo it were 
ncyer implemented. 

Prosperous, stable era 

The middle of the 2nd Century 
A.D. was a prosperous, stable era 
for Gerasa, as we can discern from 
the burst of elaborate, mon- 
umental, and no doubt expensive, 
construction in all quarters of the 
city. The glorious development of 
the city continued through the; 
An ton ine years, in foe second half 
of the second century A.D. 

This was the dty’s "Golden ’ 
Age”, during which a new Temple 
of' Artemis' complex was con- 
structed, and dedicated in 150 
A.D. The majestic new temple, 
within its enormous temenos, or 
sacred precinct, effectively shifted 
ihe focus of the city north from its’ 
former centre around the Oval 
Plaza and the Temple of Zeus. 
Open spaces, such as Plazas, str- 
eets and intersections, became a 
more important architectural fea- 
ture in Gerasa. as they did in many 
other cities th roaghout the eastern 
Roman provinces that were str- 
ongly influenced tty a "Syrian" or 
“eastern” school of architecture. 

Streets and plazas that had been 
used more to divide parts of the 
older Greek and early Roman city 
became more autonomous arc- 
hitectural spaces in the 2nd Cen- 
tury. 

Transit trade, local agriculture 
and some small-scale industry 
provided the city’s wealth, which 
was generated and assured by the 
political security that came with 
being a part of the Roman Emp- 
ire. The Pax Romano, or Roman 
peace, combined with the int- 
ernational road and shipping net- 
work established by the Romans, 
opened up enormous new markets 
in the west that would be quickly 
exploited by- the legendary mer- 
chants of Syria. 

Their business centred around 


- the bat preserved of 


uated to take advantage of the 
transit traffic that passed through 
it, on its way from the east to the 
heartland of the Empire in Rome, 
the Mediterranean 


Europe 

Basin. 


and 


Taxes 


It derived much of its income 
from Ihe taxes it levied oh passing 
Caravans. Commercial records 
from Jerash are scarce, but the city 
would have had a similar tarrif str- 
ucture as Palmyra, which has been 
preserved. Taxes were levied on 
specific items, such as 25 denarii 
for each camel-load of myrrh 
imported in alabaster vessels, 13 
denarii for each camel-load of 
olive oil imported in four goa- 
tskins, 3 dinarii for each camel- 
load of dried products, 2 denarii 
for each donkey-load of dry pro- 
ducts. and 22 denarii for ^ach 
imported slave. 

For over 150 years, a pro- 
sperous Jerash provided its cit- 
izens the security, amenities and 
pleasures that were part of tbe v 
good life throughout the pro- 
vincial cities of the Roman east. If 
the city has left us a powerful tes- 
tament to its glory in the form of 
its many splendid monuments, far 
less is known about the precise 
nature of political, social and ea>-' 
nomic life during its years of spl- 
endour in the 1st and 2nd Cen- 
turies AT). 

Few residential quarters of the 
city have been excavated, making 
it difficult to estimate the size of 
the population. Certainly, there 
were substantial areas within the 
city walls that were never built up, 
particularly in the north and west 
quarters. 

The residential quarter of the 
city most have been located on the 


groups 

Ethnically, the citizens of Jerash 
were predominantly of local Sem- 
itic stock, with an overlay of 
Greco- Romans who first came to 
the region as officials or soldiers. 
In the 1st and 2nd Centuries A. D., 
only a small minority of the pop- 
ulation would have been full 
Roman "citizens”, paying special 
taxes and enjoying equally special 
privileges. - 

Locally recruited soldiers, or 
auxiliaries,, became Roman cit- 
izens upon their discharge from 
(he army after 25 years of service, 
when tilery would normally have 
been granted a plot of land and a 
cash payment In 211 A.D., die 
Emperor Caracalla decreed that 
all residents of Roman provincial 
cities were to become full citizens, 
thereby blurring the political and 
social distinctions that had pre- 
vailed among the inhabitants of 
the eastern provinces. 

The citizens of Jerash used a 
variety of languages sim- 
ultaneously. The Semitic pop- 
ulation, especially in the cou- 
ntryside, spoke tbe local dialect of 
Aramaic, while within the city lim- 
its Greek and Latin were* more 
common. Latin was tbe formal, 
language of 'the Empire, used in 
official documents and cor- 
respondence, while Greek was the 
more commonly spoken language. 

Of the several hundred ins- 
criptions found at Jerash, the vast 
majority are in Greek, with only 
some 15 per cent in Latin. Sim- 
ilarly, inscriptions giving the 
names of the prominent citizens of 
Jerash who donated money to fin- 
ance public monuments reveal 
that-, the majority wdre Greek 
names, with only a few Semitic or 
Latin ones. * 

This blend of eastern and 
Greco-Roman languages was typ- 
ical of the ethnic and cultural mix 
of people and traditions thr- 
oughout the cities of the eastern 
Roman provinces. Jerash was not 
an isolated island of pure Greco- 


Scythopolis (Beisan) in the 
Ian Valley, to Caesarea and 
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east bank of the river, underneath 
the modem city of Jerash, though 
the remains of some houses have 
been uncovered on the west bank, 
west and north-west of the Oval 
Plaza. 

The city's population at its hei- 
ght may have reached 20,000- 
23,000 people in the 2nd Century 
A.D., with thousands more Ihing 
■in villages and farmsteads in die 
surrounding area. 

Agriculture was an important 
element in the city's wealth. Nfany 
.of the rich Gerasenes were pro- 
bably large absentee landowners 
-who lived in the dty. They would 
also have maintained country vil- 
las. and appointed farm managers 
. to run their estates. Most of the 
agricultural produce was locally 
consumed, or traded within the 
territory controlled by the dty. 

The Decapolis dries, like pro- 
vincial Roman dries throughout 
the empire, administered, the 
lands and people in their imm- 
ediate vicinity, it is likely that the 
territories of tbe separate Dec-, 
a polis dries bordered on one ano- 
ther, forming a contiguous region 
that promoted economic, security, 
and soda! ties among die people 
of the Decapolis. The precise ter- 
ritory that Jerash controlled is not 
known, though it must have been 
substantial to provide the obvious 
wealth that the dty enjoyed. 

■ Scholars who have tried to det- 
ermine the precise territories of 
Decapolis dries, by studying the 
milestones along the Roman 
roads, suggest Gerasa’s territory 
formed a rough square about 25 
kilometres north to south and 30 
kdometres east to west Its sou- 
thern border generally followed 
the Tine of the Zarqa River. Its 
eastern border was just before the 
town of Ribab. To the north, it 
bordered on the territory of Pella, 
and to the west on the territory of 


major Syrian cities such as Ant- ft*®*- 
iodb, Damascus and Bostra. Rei- ntojof Bostra, and to the south 
ative to them, Jerash was well sit- * a X Philadelphia. 


Roman culture planted in foe 
midst of a hostile and alien Middle 
Eastern, Semitic environment 

This was. at its core, a Semitic 
sodety. but one which had abs- 
orbed a thick veneer of Greco- 
Roman 1 language, ideas, names 
and political structures. Jerash ref- 
lected, and was itself, a synthesis 
of eastern and Greco-Roman 
ideas and styles, also evident in 
such fields. as religion and arc- 
hitecture. 

In a recent analysis of arc- 
hitectural representations on 
coins from several Decapolis dt- 
ies, Julian Bowsher suggests that 
the Roman temples of the Dec- 
apolis reveal "an older cultural 
heritage”. Some dassic eastern, or 
Syrian, cultic traditions that were 
incorporated into Roman temple 
designs indude siting temples on 
heights, or “High Places”, and 
placing temples within a sacred 
area, temenos. In both cases, the 
temples of Zeus and Artemis at 
Jerash reflea these ancient local 
traditions. 

Gods, worship 

Die gods that were worshipped 
within foe temples of the Dec- 
apolis dries may also derive from 
divinities that had been wor- 
shipped by the indigenous pop- 
ulation for thousands of years. 
Die Semitic deity most often ass- 
ociated with high places was Baal 
Sham in, who was subsequently 
.assodated with Zeus during foe 
Greco-Roman era. 

Several scholars have suggested 
that many of the gods worshipped 
in foe Decapolis, such as Helios, 
Artemis, Zeus and Tydie, eme- 
rged from centuries of blending 
among semitie and Greco-Roman 
deities, with many of foe eastern 
gods originating pahaps in foe 
mythology of foe Phoenicians. 

If the Decapolis dries were lin- 
ked with Phoenicia by religion, 
they also certainly had strong 
commercial ties with foe Pho- 


enician 1 dries along foe Med- 
iterranean coast of modem Leb- 
anon. An inscription from Jerash 
tells of a certain Marcus Aurelius 
. Maro, who lived in foe early days 
of foe 3rd Century A.D. He enj- 
oyed foe title of “Phoenicarch 
whose precise meaning rem ains 
unknown to modem historians. 

This is thought to be an bon- 
ouraxy title related to an imperial 
_ cult that held great provincial fes- 
tivals in honour of the emperors. 
A dty counsellor and a priest, 
Maro was most likely a wealthy 
Gerasene who had strong trading 
links with such Fhoenidan dries as 
Tyre, Sidon and Ptolemais. 

Trade between Jerash and foe 
Mediterranean coastal cities was 
an important source of income for 
-foe dty. It travelled via a network 
of good Roman roads that passed 
from Jerash's North Gate, to Pella 
and 
Jordan 

Ptolemais on foe Palestine coast, 
and from there northwards to the 
great Phoenician trading and sea- 
faring dries. 

Marcus Aurelius Maro may 
have been typical of the wealthy 
merchants who dominated the 
dty’s commercial and political life 
during its Golden Age. Numerous 
inscriptions, discovered and stu- 
died by foe team of Anglo- 

* American scholars in foe 1920s 
and 30s, note foe generosity of 
wealthy Gerasenes who donated 
money to build Or maintain public 
monuments. Religious buildings 
were a spedal focus of their phi- 
lanthropy. 

Throughout foe second half of 
foe 1st Century A.D., for exa- 
mple, while work was progressing 
ou foe South Theatre, foe Temple 
of Zeus and the Temple of Art- 
emis, numerous citizens donated 
money to help finance these pro- 
jects, and carefully recorded their 
munificence in stone for future 
generations to remember. 

A certain Theon, son of Dem- 
etrius, seems to have donated sub- 
stantially towards foe construction 
of foe Temple of Zeus and its pro- 
pylaea, or stately entrance. Ano- 
ther- wealthy donor was Titus Fal- 
vius, son of Dionysius, who paid 
for a block of seats in foe South 
Theatre. 

To the north, a certain Dio- 
genes, son of Leonidas, dedicated 
an altar he had financed for foe 
Temple of Artemis in 98 A.D. 
Similar acts of public generosity 
were repeated throughout the. 
city, both by groups (such as pot- 
ters’. .linen-weavers’’- and retail 

• traders' guilds) and satisfied,- 
civic-minded merchants and ' lea- 
ding families who no doubt felt 
obligated to mark their gratitude 
for foe opportunity the city of Jer- 
ash had given them to rise to sta- 
tions of prosperity and public est- 
eem. 

Administration 

Inscrip tioaal evidence of public 
officials’ titles has left us a fairly 
clear picture.of the city’s political 
and administrative organisation. 
The citizens and businessmen of 
Jerash paid a series of taxes that 
included a head tax on individuals, 
property taxes and commercial 
taxes, paid either to the local city 
treasury or ro foe imperial tre- 
asury that was represented by the 
governor at foe provincial capital 
at Bus era. 

The provincial governor was the 
region’s top judicial and military 
official, and be or bis rep- 
resentatives made regular trips to 
other provincial cities to deal with 
the sort of issues that have occ- 
upied the time and minds of reg- 
ional officials from foe earliest 
days of recorded history — road 
systems, military service, foe civil 
service and the promotion of off- 
icials, trade, financing public bui- 
ldings and the like. Some of foe 
provincial taxes were sent back to 
foe seat of the empire in Rome, 
while foe balance financed pro- 
vincial projects, such as provincial 
roads, water works and security- 
related endeavours. 

Tbe Jerash city government 
would have included a people's 
assembly, grouping aH foe res- 
idents of the city. This was largely 
a relic from foe Hellenistic con- 
cept of “government by foe peo- 
ple”. and had little real power. 
The city council, or boule, was typ- 
ically composed of 50 rep- 
resentatives from each of foe 
10-12 local tribes. The dty coundl 
met regularly and wielded real leg- 
islative authority, though it usu- 
ally took its cue from the real 
power centre of the dty, foe arc- 
hons, or dty magistrates, who 
were elected annually by the dty 
council. 

Die archons were, effectively, 
the city government cabinet, com- 
posed of a handful of 5 or 6 mag- 
istrates headed by a proedos, or 
president, and including a sec-’ 
retary. Other magistrates were 
responsible for specific areas of 
city life, such as games and rec- 
reation, public works, or finances. 
To be elected as a magistrate, an 
individual normally had to achieve 
a certain level of personal wealth. 
The elected magistrates were usu- 
ally rotated zo maintain an equ- 
itable balance, of representation 
among foe dty’s tribes, families 
and professions. 



IFTAR BANQUET — ffls Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Has s an, the Regent, attends prayers with army officers before an 
fftar banquet hosted by the Regent for army, public security and 
civil defence officers at foe royal palace Tuesday evening (Petra 
photo) ■ 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


More rural areas to receive electricity 

AMMAN (Petra) — A total of 87 new villages, inhabited by 
62,000 p eople, will be electrified by the Jordan Electricity Aut- 
hority (TEA) and other electric power companies by foe end of 
this year, according to JEA sources. This, foe sources said, will 
bring foe ratio of inhabitants supplied with electricity to about 91 
per cent of the rural areas inhabitants towards the end of foe 
current year. The JEA, in cooperation with the Jor danian Electric 
Power Go. (JEPCO) and foe Irbid District Electricity Co. 
(IDECO), has supplied 139 villages with electricity bringing the 
number of electrified villages to 479, inhabited by 887,000 peo- 
ple, the sources added. 

Madaba completes JD 2m vocational area 

AMMAN (Petra) — Madaba Municipality Wednesday ann- 
ounced foe conmletion of its vocational area project which oosted 
JD 2 milli on. “This project is considered to be one of the largest 
developmental plans carried out by foe municipality.” Mr. 
Ahmad A1 Azadiah, Madaba’s mayor said. 


ALESCO announces poster, competition 

AMMAN (Petra) — Tbe Arab League Educational, Cultural and 
Scientific Organisation's (ALESCO) has announced a com- 
petition for foe production of posters to promote foe org- 
anisation’s campaign for foe eradication of illiteracy. The org- 
anisation has requested Arab plastic artists to produce posters of 
50x70 centimetres. ALESCO offers three prizes of $2000, SI 000 
and $500 for the first three winners, in addition to five merit 
prizes. The Department of Culture and Ails has asked Jordanian 
artists to submit their work before mid-July. 

Sweden invites Jordan to scout camp 

AMMAN (Petra) — Die Jordanian government has received an 
invitation to take part in a nine-day international scout camp for 
girl guides and sco|its scheduf^ to be held in Sweden on July 29. 


■ . ■>! 
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Muasher, visiting Iraqi 
delegation discuss joint 
industrial company 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Minis ter of . 
Trade, Industry and Supply Rajai 
Muasher Wednesday received an 
Iraqi agricultural delegation hca- 

Coiporation Mouwafaq^awi. 

During their meeting, Mr. Mua- 
sher ana Mr. AJawi 
means to speed up the est- 
ablishment of a Joroanian-Iraqi 
Industrial Company which was 
initiated in January by former 
minister of trade and industry, 
Jawad A1 Anani. Dr. Anani and' 
his Iraqi counterpan agreed to 
operate this project during the 
minister’s visit to Baghdad, earlier 
this year. 

The Jordanian-lraqi Industrial 
Company’s budget is JD 20 mil- 
lion and it is a public shareholding 
limited company owned by the 


governments of Jordan and Iraq. 

Earlier Wednesday, Ministry of 
Trade and Industry Und- 
ersecretary Ibrahim Badran held 
discussions with Mr. Alawi which 
centred on Iraq importing some 
Jordanian agricultural products to 
be used for canning in Iraqi food 
factories. 

However, the quantity, price 
and date of exportation will be 
aareed on later, the Jordanian 
News Agency, Petra, reported. 
During foe meetings both sides 
agreed that Iraq win import 2,000 
tons of Jordanian tomato paste as 
of mid-October. 

Dr. Badran and Mr. Alawi also 
discussed means to promote foe 
actual establishment of the 
Jordanian-lraqi Industrial Com- 
pany. 


Muasher fixes milk prices 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister of 
Trade, Industry and Supply Rajai 
Muasher has issued an order fixing 
the price of both sterilised fresh 
milk and long life milk as of June 
18. 

■ According to foe new pricing, a 
1000 gramme net package will be 
sold for 280 fils, a 500 gramme net 
package will be sold at 150 fils, a 
250 gramme net package will be 
sold at 85 fils and a 200 gramme 
net package at 70 fils. 


All fresh milk and long life milk 
factories in Jordan are required to 
abide by foe standard mea- 
surements of milk which are dis- 
tributed by the Department of 
Standardisation and Metrology. 

The new order also states that 
all milk factories should stick to 
the Ministry of Health regulations' 
which stipulate that foe expiry 
date, foe date of production and 
the price should be printed on 
-milk container packages. 


Irbid committee sets grain 
costs, cereal classifications 

IRBID (Petra) — The Irbid sub- 


ins started its work here on Wed- 
nesday. Die head of the com- 
mittee, Mr. Ahmad Khazaleh, 
said that grains were classified into 
six grades and priced in Jordanian 
dinars per ton. 

The grades, be said, were the 
improved wheat seed at a price of 
between JD 128 and JD 144 per 
ton, export wheat at a price of 
between JD 110 and JD 120 per 
ton, improved barley seed at a 
price of between JD 87 and JD 90 
per ton, fodder barley at a price 
between JD 69 and JD 75 per ton, 
lentils at a price of JD 150 and 
JD 180pertoh ahddfntek-peas at a 
price of JD I 


160 to JD 170p6rton. 


Mr. Khazaleh said that farmers 
willing to sell their crops to the , 
committee should obtain a cer- 
tificate of origin from either their * 
cooperative society or foe dep- 
artment for non-cooperative far- 
mers. 

He called on farmers willing to li 
sell their products to report to the ^ 
sale centre at the grain silos opp- ■; 
osite Yannouk University. He • 
added that container bags should r . 
be new and unstained. 

The committee, Mudi is formed • 
annually to purchase farmers pro- . 
ducts of grains, consists of rep- , 
resentatives from foe Ministry of : 
.Supply, the Ministry of Agr- ■! 
i culture, the Audit Bureau and foe 
Jordan Cooperative Organisation, - 




pur new non-stop flights to Larnaca get you to the beach before anyone else. 


and be on the beach to start your holiday 
before anyone else. So whether you're going 
to Cyprus for a few days or a few weeks, 
make the right choice in getting there with 
British Airways. 


For the first time British Airways together 
with Cyprus Airways now fly direct from 
Amman to Larnaca. So now you’ll be able to 
travel in style and comfort to the excitement 
and delights of Cyprus: 

And because our direct 757 flights leave 
early in the morning, at 9.10 a.m. on Wednes- 
days and Saturdays, you’ll be there early 
enough to check into your hotel - at midday 


British Airwa ys 

The worlds favourite airline. 
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Still twisting, after 
all these years 

ISRAEL'S SORT-OF withdrawal from Lebanon earlier this 
week should be an occasion for Israelis and their bankroUers in 
the West to reflect seriously on the limits of militarism, as 
practised by Israel and largely financed by the United States. 
The sort-of withdrawal is yet another Israeli gift to the field of 
politico-military fantasia. We are told that Israel has (sort of ) 
withdrawn totally from Lebanon, but we are also told that it is 
maintaining a couple of hundred military advisors in southern 
Lebanon to make sore that its northern border is secure. 

Hmmmmmm. Something seems funny here. If tens of tho- 
usands of Israel’s troops, all its modern armaments, and the 
failed firepower of the American Sixth Fleet blindly blasting 
away at the mountains of Lebanon could not provide for the 
“security” of Israel’s frontier or Israeli soldiers in Lebanon, 
bow, one wonders, will a few hundred advisors do the job? 

Never mind, for in the never-never land of Israeli militarism, 
one is not supposed to ask questions that activate the logic of 
history or the reality of human nature. That reality — you, 
Moshe, wake up in the bade row and listen to this, it may save 
your life one day — suggests that failed politicians cannot hide 
their failure behind the blazing of guns. That military occ- 
upations only breed resistance. That political pacification and 
indirect subjugation only encourage violent attacks against 
those who do die pacifying and the subjugation. 

Israel will find many twisted excuses for its adventure in 
Lebanon, and just as many nearly twisted American politicans 
will repeat faithfully , the words they hear from Israelis. The 
bottom line is that the invasion and three-year occupation of 
Lebanon were ineffective^ and very costly for Israel. r 

What, if anything, have O^e Israelis learned from this? How r 
long can the Israelis expect to rely on their military forces, to 
the detriment of their moral forces? Their ethical tradition? 
Their Abrahamic heritage? 'i 

Or does none of that count any more? Perhaps the com- 
mander of the Sixdi F[ed 6ould provide us with an answe r. B y 
the way, where is die Sixth Fleet these days? 

ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 

Al Ra’i: Hijacking a plane no heroic deed 

HIJACKING A Jordanian plane on Tuesday, which was followed by sta- 
tements and demands, has shown to what extern ihe thinking of a group of the 
Arab nation has reached. 

Holding their machine guns and behaving madly reflects no sense of res- 
ponsibility towards innocent citizens. 

The bewildering thing is that the hijackers seem to lake their act fora heroic 
task. The airport from which the plane was hijacked is supposed to support 
the hijackers and the city which witnessed the hijacking is supposed to be 
. protected by those who want to rest ore peace to Beirut. If we add to these two 
points the hijackers' demands, our disappointment becomes limitless. 

Dragging Palestinians out of Lebanon is not a national request and should 
not precede fighting the enemy in the south, neither should it precede res- 
toring Lebanese national and regional unity. What we could not understand 
was how these people is to be blocked aboard the enjoyed jailing more than 
60 passengers the majority of which are Lebanese in a plane without least 
human concern or due consideration to the holy month (Ramadan). 

Yet, this insanity is called heroism by those who implemented andblanned 
the operation. It is known that genuine heroes are those who sacrifice their, 
lives fighting* the invaders (Israel). None of those heroes was a monopoly of a 
certain religious cult or a private property of any party. Such heroes could 
certainly have nothing to do with those who drew the scheme to hijack the 
plane and those who implemented it. 

Hijacking the Jordanian plane, and all similar perpetration staged against 
innocent people Is morally, politically and religion wise convicted. For gen- 
uine heroism lies in choosing to die defending a doctrine, a homeland and not 
in frightening peaceful citizens to death on a holy day in Ramadan. 

Al Dustour: Deplorable terrorist action 

WHAT HAPPENED to one of the Royal Jordanian Airlines (Alia) pfanes 
was expected since supporters of terrorism would not hesitate to commit such 
a crime as long as there is no moral deterrent to control their behaviour 

Bui the hijacking of Ala's plane on Tuesday exceeds in id dimensiems 
conventional terrorist perpetrations to which several international airliners 
have been subjected. 

Since this action is linked to several non -conventional demands, which are 
dgficult to understand, it is indicative of the most malicious and sick natures. 

" Most wicked of all demands is that calling for Palestinian refugees from 
their camps as a pre-condition for releasing the hostages. 

' Such a demand could be interpreted as a pure propaganda stum aiming al 
spearheading a threat against those Palestinians besieged in Beirut's refugee 
camps. Those Palestinian refugees have foiled a scheme aimed at uprooting 
them and sending them roaming around once again. 

Such a disgusting demaad Lsjmpossible to come to terms with and points 
out the moral of a sectarian monster and the intentions it hides. 

We won't consider for long the demand of throwing Palestinians out of 
Lebanon; what we really need to contemplate is the demand which calls for 
prohibitingAlia's planes from landing in Beirut airport and closing down Alia 
regional offices in Lebanon, especially when these terrorists and those who 

bade them up have become the ruling circles in Lebanon. 

To counter such demands, we call on pan-Arab airlines and the Federation 
of Ara&Tnlots to convene an urgent meeting to answer those who have 
become' me executive authority in west Beirut. That authority, which has 
taken up kidnapping university teachers, press reporters, hospital directors 

and arc now expanding their operations to include airlines. Part of these flight 
are sustained in sympathy with Lebanon and its people. 

SawtAl Sha'ab: Something must be done 

WHEN TERRORISM becomes a way of living, and when extremism bec- 
omes a way of dealing among Arabs, everything gels emptied from the noble 
values of brotherhood and patriotic struggle in defence of the nation and the 
homeland. 

The terrorist operation targeted at Alia, the Royal Jordanian Airlines plane 
in Beirut on Tuesday is one link in a chain of organised terrorism that 
dominates the A rab arena. It not only represents a dissent from the nations 
norms but represents a form of terror that tears the nation's bonds. 

The hijack of a civilian aiiplane encaged in the transport of peaceable 
passengers reflects no noble cause and does not solve a problem but leads to 
greater threats to national security and endangers the lives of innocent peo- 
ple. 

It was a practice of cowardice by certain parties to attack Jordanian dip- 
lomatic officials. Jordanian missions and Alia offices abroad thinking that 



i joint Arab action i 
horror, its consequences would reach catastrophic dimensions. 


VIEW FROM AMERICA 


By Franz Schumann 


Why not an Arabic encyclopedia 


IN MY attempts to learn to 
read Arabic. I came across an 
item in an old copy of Sharq 
Al-Ausat (Middle East). It 
mentioned that a company 
named Omnitrans was pre- 
paring an Arabic version or the 
famous Encyclopedia Bri- 
ttanica. A word-for-word 
computer translation was being 
done with final editing to be 
carried out in Paris. In all, there 
would be some twenty vol- 
umes. 

My thoughts on reading this 
were rather sad. Why, I asked 
myself, was not an Enc- 
yclopedia Arabic being done 
within the Arab Wrold; Why 
would the Arab world want or 
need this "‘Encyclopedia Arab 
Brittanica? I also wondered 
why the Sharq Al-Ausat was 
published in London. And then 


I recollected that I had come, 
across the word “emigration" 
so often in articles. 

Encyclopedia has sig- 
nificance in the Western Wond 
going beyond the technical 
sense of a compendium of 
knowledge. An encyclopedia is 
the expression of national or 
cultural unity. It has political 
meaning, the French, were the 
first in the West to compile 
encyclopedias in the 1700's. 
Then came most other Eur- 
opean countries, even thesmall 
ones. 

Japan too has put out many 
encyclopedias and today has 
some of the best in the world, 
though written in the difficult 
Japanese language. China, 
however, has the oldest tra- 
dition of encyclopedias. Some 
of their classical encyclopedias 


are bigger than any in modem 
times. Their encyclopedias 
were meant to express a cul- 
tural unity that encompasses 
one fourth of the entire human 
race. 

Peihaps there is no Enc- 
yclopedia Arabica because 
there is no single political- 
cultural centre in the Arab 
World. There is no London or 
Paris or Peking or Tokyo. 

But the Encyclopedia Bri- 
ttanica, interestingly, has been 
published -in the UiS. for over 
half a century. And not in 
Washington or New York but 
in Chicago. Its cultural link was 
to the University of Chicago. 

Encyclopedias are fairly big 
business in the U.S. There are 
all kinds of encyclopedias 
which are sold for classroom 
use all over the country. But 


the Brittanica remains the big- 
gest. The Brittanica emp- 
hasises -the link between the 
UJ>. and Britain, and to the 
West in General. Its purpose is 
to stress the Western character 
of American civilisation. Other 
'encyclopedias stress the nat- 
ional American character of 
our society. 

We are a country of many 
and growing “minorities.” 
Their place in the Enc- 
yclopedia Brittanica hardly 
exists. So when young Arab 
children begin to read items in 
die Encyclopedia Arab Bri- 
ttanica, they will learn little 
about Islam and die Arab her- 
itage but a- vast amount about 
Western oilture, and, in fact, a 
Western culture that does not 
exist today but existed cen- 
turies, ago. They will be lea- 


rning a tradition alien to their 

own. 

I am a Westerner and am 
proud of my tradition. But I 
also know it is not the tradition 
of most people in the world. I 
tfimlr it is sad that Arab chi- 
ldren do not have a vast Arabic 
encyclopedia that would inf- 
orm them of the greatness of 
their own tradition. 

This is a very sad time for 
Arabs. Every day I -read of the 
killings of Arabs by Arabs in 
Lebanon, or of Muslims by 
Muslims in the Iran-Iraq war. 
Or of the endless intrigues that 
go on in the region. 

In these columns I often 
mention China, and I express 
the hope that someday the 
Arab and Islamic World will 
once again have the greatness 
that has been restored to the 


Chinese through their own eff- 
orts. From the Chinese pub- 
lications I receive, I can see 
diat a powerful cultural revival 
is going on in China after years 
of revolutionary turbulence. 

I flkn see an Islamic revival 
stretching to the farthest limits 
of die Idamic world. I know 
that politics is always brutal, 
bloody, and full of trickery. But 
I also know that often, behind 
the ugly appearance of politics, 
there is nobility. 

There may not yet be a Lon- 
don or a Paris or Peking or 
Tokyo in the Arab World, but 
there are Chicago’s. I do not 
mean this in a demeaning way, 
but to say that Chicago is a 
great business and academic 
centre. There are many such in 
die Arab World. Why not an 
Arab-Isfamic one? 


‘U.S. opposes to international conference on Mideast’ 


HAMILTON. Bermuda — U.S. 
Secretary of State George Shultz 
has reiterated U.S. opposition to 
an international conference to 
deal with Middle East peace. He 
emphasised the objective must be 
direct negotiations between Israel 
and a joint Jordanian -Palestinian 
delegation. 

His comments came during a 
news conference with reporters 
aboard his plane June 8 en route 
from London to Bermuda. 

Mr. Shultz pointed out that Bri- 
tain. like the Ltaited States, does 
not favour an international con- 
ference. whether it would be com- 
posed of all five permanent mem- 
bers of the United Nations sec- 
urity Council or be co-sponsored 
by the United States and the Sov- 
iet Union, as some have sug- 
gested. 

He said that during a one and 
one-half hour meeting June 7 in 
London, he and British Prime 
Minister Thatcher discussed ways 
of constructing the so-called umb- 
rella ofintemational support King 
Hussein would (ike to see for his 
role in the peace process. 

"Mrs. Thatcher and I shared 
some views about that subject, but 
we didn't come to any con- 
clusion," the secretary said. “I 
think we all have to he clear that, 
ai far as we are concerned, the 


Shultz: We discussed all aspects 
of the various peace process 
moves and as she said last night, 
when she met with the press after 
our meeting, Britain, like the U.S., 
does not favour such an int- 
ernational conference whether it's 
all five members or U.S.-Soviet 
sponsored or however it’s con- 
structed. 

ij: Does this statement by the 
Soviets make Jordan's position 
more difficult — more difficult for 
them to manoeuver and advance 
the peace process? 

A: It certainly shows how hard it 
is to arrange a conference that inc- 
ludes people with greatly div- 
ergent points of view about what 
should take place. And our obj- 
ections to the conference are 
based to a very considerable deg- 
ree on the assessment that in the 
end, it wouldn't produce what 
Jordan wants, because of the dif- 
ference of opinion going in. 

vj: Is there a possibility, Mr. 
Secretary, of a joint British- 
United States initiative on the 
Middle East to get -these peace 
talks going? 

A: We have discussed the que- 
stion of how you might construct 
the so-called umbrella, just using 
King Hussein’s phrase, in various 
possible ways. And we haven’t 
come to any conclusion about it. 


event, in and of itself. And the 
agenda for it, as set out by King 
Hussein when we talked to him, 
was a discussion of (UN. Security 
Council Resolutions) 242 and 338 
and an effort basically to nafl 
down acceptances of those res- 
olutions. 

Q: Mr. Secretary, do you think 
that a meeting of the United Sta- 
res, the EC countries and perhaps 
some other western countries 
might be useful to talk this “umb- 
rella'' that the King wants? 

A: I think there are a number of 
possible ways for us to con- 
template and talk to King Hus- 
sein about What you say is a var- 
iation on the theme. But let me 
reiterate that the objective is dir- 
ect negotiations. And the question 
is how do you get there? And what 
will be helpful in addressing these 
various constituencies? 

Q: King Hussein, I think, has 
proposed sort of a four-step arr- 
angement one in which the mee- 
ting you just spoke of would be 
held. And then it gets pretty com- 
plicated. But there are other mee- 
tings — another meeting at which 
the PLO would make an une- 
quivocal statement that is req- 
uired. Then the PLO would come 
into the meeting, having been, 
shown their credentials. I’m not 
quite sure how it goes from there, 
tout, as I recall, there were four- 
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S. arms sales to Jordan until 
Jordan is actually engaged in dir- 
ect talks with Israel. But he did 
acknowledge that “there are lots 
of cases in which it seems to me the 
Congress is excessiyely micro- 
managing foreign policy with con- 
ditions that are imposed and in 
various other ways." 

Hepointedout that Jordan “has 
explicitly .made some significant 
steps toward peace,” and said “I 
think that this is not the time to be 
telling Jordan that we won't look 
to their security problems.” 
Following is the transcript of 
Secretary Shultz's airborne news 
conference; 

You might have noticed the 
Washington Post siory this mor- 
ning saying that the Soviets had 
told King Hussein that they were 
interested in an international con- 
ference only with the United Sta- 
les. not with the other U.N. mem- 
bers. Did you discuss this with 
Mrs. Thatcher and have you for- 
mulated a position on this view? 


A: Well, I wouldn't rule any- 
thing out exarot the kind of int- 
ernational conference that is being 
proposed, or has been in the ori- 
ginal proposal. But, I think we all 
have to be dear that, at least as far 
as we are concerned, the objective 
Is direct negotiations. And the 
question is how do you get there in 
a manner that involves the con- 
siituencies of both sides of the 
negotiating table to the fullest 
possible extent. 

■•J: You talked about in- 
between steps. I think that was 
Mrs. Thatcher’s phrase yesterday 
afternoon. Are the in-between 
steps anything other than — well 
you had the view and perhaps Mrs. 
Thatcher had in minu — anything 
other than the joint PuJcstinian- 
Jordunian delegation talking with 
the U.S.? 

A: Well that’s the step that's 
been talked about the most. Of 
course, we conceive of that step as 
a step definitely toward direct 
negotiations, not an independent 


nnirig. Are Vou’familiar with those’ 
and how does that sound to you? 

A: Well, I read the account of 
the interview with Mr. Masri in 
Washington.'I think that’s where 
that comes from. And what he 
describes is a series of steps inv- 
olving the US. in discussion with 
varying levels of Palestinians. 
That’s not what we're looking to. 
We're looking to steps that lead to 
direct negotiations. So they are 
going off in one direction and 
we’re really talking about another 
direction. But 1 think it's only by 
way of saying that the problem of 
how you provide, on the one hand 
an umbrella of some sort so King 
Hussein doesn't fed isolated and 
isn’t Isolated, and on the other, 
how you provide for Palestinian 
representation al the direct talks. 
Those are the objects. And fcve- 
ry thing else is a question of people 
looking this wny and that to figure 
out how you might get to the obj- 
ective. 

•■Jz Are you any nearer the umb- 
rella as a result of your talks, both 
in Lisbon and with Mol Thatcher 
lust night? Is it beginning to take 


AUDITORS' REPORT 


We have examined the Balance 
Sheet of SIEMENS AKTIEN 
GESELLSCHAFT OST- 
ERREICH - JORDAN BRANCH 
(Foreign Limited Company) as 
at 31 st December 1984 and the 
related Profit and Loss Sta- 
tement for the year then ended, 
and have obtained the inf- 
ormation and explanations 
which we required for the pur- 
poses of our audit. 

Our examination was made in 
accordance which generally 
accepted auditing standards, 
and accordingly included such 
tests of the accounting records 
and such other auditing pro- 
cedures as we considered nec- 
essary in the circumstances. 

In our opinion, and according 
to the information and exp- 
lanations given to us, and to the 
attached notes to the Financial 
Statements, and the acc- 
ounting records of the Com- 
pany, the attached Balance 
Sheet presents fairly the fin- 
ancial position of SIEMENS 
AKTIENGESELLSCHAFT OST- 
ERRE1CH - JORDAN BRANCH 
as at 31st December 1984. 

BAWAB & CO. 
Accountants & Auditors 
Amman 

Amman, 25th April 1985. 


SIEMENS AKTIENGESELLSCHAFT OSTERREICH 
JORDAN BRANCH 
BALANCE SHEET 
AS AT 31 ST DECEMBER 1984 


ASSCTS 
FIXED ASSETS 

Furniiur*. cars and off tea squipmant 
Lws Rccumulatad dep r ec ia tion 


CURRENT ASSETS 


Rtrterrtion money 

Accounts receiva b le and advances 
Cash at Grmdlays Bank - Amman 
(Note 3) 

Catfi In hand 


Prepaid rent 

PROJECTS UNDER EXECUTION 

JOR DAN UmVERSfTY HOSPITAL EX TENSION 

Direct cost e a p eruM carried forward 
(Statement attached] 

Less itertm ceitttcatB 

TV-PROOUCTION CENTRE 

Direct cosi expenses carted wrweid 
(Statement attached) 

Less iterim certificate 


LIABILITIES 

Accounts payable 

HEAD OfflCE FUND 

Registered Capital In Jordan 
Head office 


Less- losses carried forward 
(Non 4) 


Amman, 25th April 1985 
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-A: Well, I don’t have in mind 
anything explicit that seems to 
have emerged, but I thinkif s been 

S uite useful to exchange ideas on 
te subject Of course, the person 
we have to really exchange ideas 
with at the end is King Hussein. 

Q: Mr. Secretary, does the Uni- 
ted States now have a (1st of acc- 
eptable Palestinians for Mr. Mur- 
phy and an accompanying del- 
egation to meet with? 

A: I don't think so. It ah — 
But I haven’t, ah — 

And I don't think we have in 
Washington. 

Q: The reason I ask that que- 
stion is that the State Department 
is alleged to have confirmed a list 
of specific nine Palestinians. And I 
just wonder if you are familiar 
with the particular list? 

A: Welt, there may have been 
something happening late yes- 
terday or last night that I’m just 
not up with. 

Mrs. Thatcher had some dis- 
cussion with the King which she 
related to me. But certainly the 
object here is having talked about 
the criteria — who, what kinds of 
people we are Iboking for, as I 
described in a press conference in 
Washington toward die end of 
King Hussein's visit — we now 
have to make that operational in 
■ -terms of names.^Sp presumably 
J mat's' the way foV-stact, with ,a' 
-:gtou|j: I dori’f’ tMrjk 1 vte ' 

large number in a meeting.’ Prc£ 
bably three Ls sufficient. 

Q: I understand that Max 
Kampelman was at the Chiefs of 
Mission meeting — 

A: That’s correct AH three of 
the negotiators were there, plus 
Ambassadors Nitze and Rowny. 

(J: I'm wondering if you can tell . 
us what they told you about the 
progress in arms ' control neg- 
otiations and whether or not there 
is anything more to report on a 
possible meeting with Mr. Gro- 
myko at Helsinki and the kind of 
ways that that meeting would he 
approached, strategy-wise? 

A: There’s nothing ne w to say in 
terms of the start of the second 
round. It's really just gotten sta- 
rted. 

As far as my meeting with Mr. 
Gromyko. I don’t have anything 
beyond what I said yesterday, 
namely that without exception wc 
have gotten together when wc'rc 
in the same city that way. And so 
there isn't any arrangement in 
place right now, hut my exp- 
ectation is that there will he one. 

vj: Mr. Secretary, the Congress 
in recent months has taken actions 
aimed at slopping future arms 
sales to Jordan, putting economic 
‘sanctions against South Africa and 
other things that might called 
meddling in foreign policy. Can 
you assess that in terms of how it 
makes your joh more difficult and 
what ctn you do lo combat it? 

A: Both of the things you men- 
tioned are steps that we oppose. 
On the other hand, i wouldn’t cha- 
racterise that as meddling in for- 
eign policy, that is people are ent- 
itled to have their views, including 
me. And we argue these things 
out. And, because I disagree with 
some effort that the Congress may 
be making, or the majority of the 
members of Congress arc making. 

I don’t want to seem to trivialisc 

iL 

There are lots of cases in which 
it seems to me the Congress is exc- 
essively micro-managing foreign 
policy with condition that arc 
imposed and in various other 
ways. 

And ! believe a broad and deep 
discussion of all this would he wor- • 
thwfiiie. And I hope that wc cun 
have such a discussion. 

Having said that, 7 think that 
thus is not the lime to be telling 
Jordan that we won't look lo their 
security problems. 

And I also think it's not a good 
polity to try to disengage our- 
selves from economic activity in 
South Africa. 

In the former case, because Jor- 
dan has explicitly made some sig- 
nificant steps toward peace. And I 
think that should be welcomed 
rather than reacted negatively to. 
And in (he case of South Africa. I 


think it’s pretty clear that those 
whom you hurt by such sanctions 
the most are blacks and there are 
quite a number of credible polls in 
South Africa that can be made 
available to you that show that 
that’s the view of the South Afr- 
ican blacks as well. 

<J: Gjuld I follow that, sir? It 
seems that something in the adm- 
inistration turned Senator Nunn’s 
views toward NATO around. Is 
that kind of effort, behind the sce- 
nes. underway within the adm- 
inistration to change some minds 
on Jordan? 

A: Well, as far as Senator Nunn 
and NATO is concerned, he’s 
quite a student of what goes on in 
NATO and you would have to ask 
him about what brought about his 
most recent amendments. But he's 
always been a constructive person 
with regard to NATO, and even 
when he has offered things that 
have been critical. I think it has 
been in a constructive spirit. 

And I think these latest moves 
that were identified in the NATO 
meeting, and I believe Lord Car- 
rington referred to them at his 
press conference, I think are quite 
creative and good things that sho- 
uld be quite helpful. 

Now, insofar as Jordan Is con- 
cerned, obviously we are trying to 
point up to people the fact that 
. f there, .h^r.b^-.Mgnincamnpn?- 
; ; grass, Np qne has^e?p griftem 
" also point up the problems than.1 
’ "have. But that doesn’i gain-say the 
progress- And I think we need to 
bring that out. And there are also 
in the Middle East other strategic 
considerations to be borne in mind 
as the broader study will bring out. 

Mr. Secretary, where do we 
stand on the Jordan arms sales 
question? On the way over, you 
indicated that Congress was about 
to be briefed. Have the briefings 
begun? Has the package been 
submitted? And if not, when do 
you think it’s going to be? 

A: Well, nothing has started 


explicitly as yet to my knowledge. 
We envisj 
here. 


envisage a couple of stages 


One is the briefing on the bro- 
ader Mideast strategic study. And 
it’s into the concepts there that 
.specific proposals would fit. And 
so I think it will be sort of a one- 
iwo process. 

And I don’t think there’s been 
— the president hasn't made a 
decision on precisely when he will 
want to go up and precisely what 
the package will he and so on. 

■J: Do you have any timeframe 
you can give us? Is it going to be 
this month, nexL week? 

A: Well, it’s under discussion so 
I — I really can't say for sure. But 
my guess is that probably some 


time this month we’H be talking 
about iL But I don’t know. No dec- 
ision's been made. 

0: To follow up an earlier que- 
stion just briefly, from another 
context that I can’t make ref- 
erence to for reasons that would 
be obvious, it is my impression — 
A: Do you mean some deep 
background interview you had? 

No. I don’t know what you 
are talking about. It's my imp- 
ression — . „ 

A: If you won i disclose your 
sources, I won’t disclose mine. 

tj: It’s my impression that you 
seem to feel that Syria, at this 
moment, may be more of a pro- 
blem, more of a blockage in mak- 
ing Middle East progress toward 
direct negotiations than the Soviet 
Union. Perhaps I misinterpreted 
what I heard. But I'd like to hear 
what your views are on that. 

A: Well, I don’t want to try to 
distinguish the one country from 
the other. But I think they both 
have done things and said things 
that make it clear that such moves 
as King Hussein’s agreement with 
the PLO of a month orso ago, they 
opposed. 

So we think things of that kind 
are a -move in a positive direction. 
They oppose them. And I think 
that that’s pretty plain, 
si: One more thing, sir. Can you 
us- there was- a story-. in the. 

f ^ishmgton Post today -that said' 
president had :.deddea.'th® f !? 
LT4I issue. He decided , on' 
basic compliance, but some areas . 
of maybe non-compliance with 
the Soviet arms. Is that your und- 
erstanding as well? 

A: If the president’s made a 
.decision already I'm not aware of 
it. But I know that he waited for 
my cable which went Thursday 
evening out of Lisbon, so Thu- 
rsday afternoon, say Washington 
time, he must have gotten that 
cable. And I had thought that pro- 
hahly today he would make his 
decision, hut I don't know. 

■Ji How would you feel about a 
decision like that? How would it 
be presented to the allies? I mean, 
now that you’ve gotten their 
views, they don't want it tom up. 
clearly. And what would the Sov- 
iets he able to make of it. do you 
think? 

A: Well, the president's con- 
sidering what decision he'll make. 
And I’m sure he’ll make the wisest 
decision possible, given all the 
facts at hand, and that wc'il ail 
swing in lo see that it works. 

■J: That's what you told us on 
the way to Portugal. 

A: Well. I haven’t changed my 
mind. 

Vfc Thank you. — U.S. Infor- 
mation Agency. 


r 


J| ■ 



Time to expand 


To Ihe Editor; 

IT IS summer again, and wc are all looking for a cool and shady 
place to go with our children— a pleasant and relaxing spot to 
unwind and spend the whole day. As members of the “City Cub” 
at the Sports City, one finds it extremely difficult to swim. sit. or 
even walk in our club due to the large crowd and lack of space. 

The other day while struggling to swim a lap, three different 
people jumped in on lop of me. others swam under and around me 
.... This and the fiict that the water was so filthy made me wonder 
how long it would take me or my family to come down with some 
“rare" and infectious disease, no! to mention the possibility -of a 
fatal accident. As a result, we will not be swimming in our club’s 
only outdoor pool. There is a diving pool, which only a small 
number of more skilled and daring swimmers use: and a wading 
pool for young children. The indoor pool remains empty and 
closed in (he summer. 

My question now Is. as a member of the Gty Gub, anti as a 
resident of Amman: 

( 1) If the Sports City charges JD 3 (a day) to non-memhere, 
wishing to enter the dub: 

(2) If an entrance fee of JD 250. plus 25 JD to new and 
renewing members is being charged: 

(3) If each member must pay JD 1 for each visit to the sauna 
why cant the sports city expand its facilities, to meet die needs of in 
members? Certainly not due to lack of funds ... 

Perhaps a new “Gty Gub” should be built elsewhere, Amman 
is certainly in desperate need of public parks. Must we travel 
overseas in order to enjoy the pleasure of going to a park? 

The way things are now sit the “Gty Gub", the minute school is 

it for summer; we are “out" of the dub until winter.... 


out 


Marina S. Rashid, 
Amman. 
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’s oil exploration serves development 


By K.E. Jreisat 


Introduction 

4§4£ HASHEMITE Kingdom of 
Jordan is one of the developing 
countries whose interest in oil and 
gas exploration and development 
dates back to* the dale of its ind- 
ependence in 1947. 

The early exploration success of 
the oil industry in the surrounding 
Arab countries attracted a num- 
ber of oil companies to acquire 
exploration rights in Jordan.. 
About 14 exploratory wells were 
drilled in Jordan between 1947 
and 1978, However, the foreign 
concessionaries period ended in 
>a 1978 without the discovery of any 
hydrocarbons. Although in sev- 
eral wells oO and gas shows were 
encountered, unfortunately these 
were not properly evaluated by 
the concessionaries at that time. 

Environment and consumption 

Jordan is a small country whose 
East Bank area is about 92,000 
square kilometres with a a pop- 
ulation of about 2.497 million per- 
sons. The West Bank area is about 
5,000 square kilometres, its pop- 
ulation 600,000. The major con- 
centration of the population is in 
the northern portion of the Kin- 
gdom, and in particular in the city 
"of Amman. A rapid growth of the 
urban population in the 1970’s 
was due to the continual migration 
of people from the countryside 
into the city. The world’s pro- 
sperous and expansionary era of 
the 1970’s increased the industry 
and trade development which 
posed a heavy and sudden demand 
for energy to meet the needs of 
transportation and power for ind- 
ustrial and residential use. 

Energy demands in Jordan are 
growing quickly The following 
table shows the energy con- 
sumption in the early 1980’s as 
compared to that of 1973: 


in a primitive but immensely eff- 
ective way in the evaporation 
ponds for potash and other salts 
extracted from the Dead Sea. 

Studies have been initiated to 
assess the use of imported coal in 
•the major applications such as 
cement, fertiliser and potash 
plants, bat in the final analysis the 
only readily available energy sou- 
rce in Jordan, at the present time, 
is imported crude oil from theadj- 
acent Arab oil-rich countries of 
Saudi Arabia and Iraq, not- 
withstanding that 75 per cent of 
Jordan's area is covered by sed- 
imentary rocks where oil and gas 
might potentially be found. Not 
until very recently that the efforts 
by the government of Jordan gave 
highly encouraging results. Exp- 
loratory wells near A1 Azraq sho- 
wed a potential oil field to exist in 
the Hamza area. ■ 

. History of petroleum 
exploration 

The history of petroleum exp- 
loration can be divided into two 
periods. The first period iii which 
foreign concessionaries entered 
Jordan through exploration agr- 
eements for lengthy durations. 
During, the second period, which 
still continues, exploration is ent- 
irely conducted by the Jordanian 
government 

In 1947, the Transjordan Pet- 
roleum Company, a subsidiary of 
Iraq Petroleum Company, signed 
a 75-year oil and gas exploration 
and exploitation agreement. After 
undertaking some surface geo- 
logical mapping, gravity and mag- 
netic surveys, the company wit- 
hdrew and the agreement was 
terminated in 1 954. 

In 1956, Edwin W. Pauley, sig- 
ned a 55 year oil and gas exp- 
loration and exploitation agr- 
eement, covering over 1/3 of Jor- 
dan's area. In 1958, Pauley ass- 


3. Most exploratory wells were ’ parties for the acquisition of exp- 
drilled on the basis of limited geo- loration rights, 
logical and geophysical data. The 
quality of these data was poor 
because of a high noise to sound 
ratio due to the dissapation of ene- 
rgy in interbedded near -surface 
limestone and chert. 

The second stage oil and gas 
exploration was an interesting 
experience for Jordan in which a 
small developing nation was able 
to proceed, through its own eff- 
orts, to discover oil in its Hamza 
field in the A I- Azraq area. 

In 1966. the Natural Resources 
Authority was established. But it 
was not until 1976 that the gov- 
ernment determined that an exp- * 
loration programme supported by 
its own resources and expedited 
by its NRA technical staff- would 
be the best course for the country. 

Directorate of Petroleum 


During the period from 1975 
until the end of 1984, the Jordan ■ 
government spent a total of 25J 
million Jordan dinars ($62.7 mil- 
lion) on oil exploration. However, 
the allocated expenditure for 
1 985 is of the order of 1 4.5 million 
Jordan dinars ($36.25 million), 
for the additional exploration and 
development of the Hamza field. 

The following table shows the 
annual expenditure: 

These expenditures are a small 
portion of the total oil bill Jordan 
pays yearly. In fact it is estimated 
the 1985 oil bill Trill exceed 



Energy sources 


The 

Exploration of the Natural Res- 
ources Authority, carried out ini- 
tially a revision and reassessment 
of all previous geological and geo- 
' physical data on petroleum exp- 
loration in Jordan. Exploration 
program mes'were drawn up and 
implemented through the gov- 
ernment’s own budget A seismic 
campaign included shooting a 
2500 line net kilometres using vib- 
rosis techniques and - the rep- 
rocessing' of all previous data. 
-Gravity and magnetic surveys 
were also carried out by the NRA 
across 14,000 square kilometres. 

In 1980, NRA compiled a com- 
plete geological and geophysical 
data package which was offered to 
a limited number of oil companies 
in an endeavour to attract com- 
petent operators to enter Into 
mutually agreeable oil and gas 
exploration contracts in Jordan. 

In 1981/82, NRA conducted 
further seismic surveys and shot 
. about 12000 kilometres of seismic 
lines in the Azraq, Sirban, Jaffer, 
Risha and Dead Sea areas. In add- 
ition, about 1800 kilometre of sei- 
smic lines were shot in the nor- 
thern and central plateaus by the 
Iraqi seismic crew under a tec- 
hnical assistance agreement with 
Iraq National Oil Company. 

Eleven wells were drilled by 
NRA from 1981 to the end of 
1984. Oil was encountered in 
good quantities at Hamza wells 1 
and 2, and further oil shows were 
revealed in the Wadi Rajil wells. 
Currently, three wells are being 
drilled in the Hamza field. 


igned one half of its exploration 
right to Phillips Petroleum Com- 
pany. Philips conducted geo- 

, ... , togicalamf gfcdphysical' 'surveys' tnKSiratHniv „ 

jdcxptmtatK^.butpo^. -artd drifted ** .WeTlsin the her--' 
pnxfucUon has been;; tfi^hi^.ndfteDeidSe.' 


A number of indigenous energy 
sources,: are < available for inv- 
estigation and exploitation, but aa ■■ 
. commercial 
established. 

Significant oilshale deposits 
containing up to about 1 0 per cent 
by weight of hydrocarbons are 
known to exht at the localities of 
El-Lajjun and Al-tJatrana in 
south-central Jordan, and at 
A 1 -Hunsci neyyah in the south. 
^Although-a number of detailed 
studies have been conducted into 
the best way to utilise this res- 
ource. the current stale of the art," 
world-wide, is insufficiently dev- 
eloped toallow the construction of 
an extraction or combustion plant 
that would be economic. Nev- 
ertheless, Jordan is persistantiy 
persuing a research programme 
into thervuhiiity of obtaining ene- 
rgy from oilshale. 

The potential for hydroelectric 
power is limited in this country, 
but there are several sites with 
potential, and one project, the 
King Taliil Dam. will be com- 
L missioned at the end of 1 985 with 
* a power output of four megawatts. 

Evidence of geothermal activity 
is seen as abundant hot springs, 
especially in the Al-Zanih-Ma’in 
a re: is. The surface temperatures 
of these springs is unfortunately 
levs "than 6frC. and they do not 
present on easily-exploited energy 
source. The geological situation is. 
however, intriguing, adjacent to 
Ihc mosi profound inland tectonic 
through on earth, and plans are 
being considered hy the Natural 

Resources Authority (NRA) to 
drill further deep exploratory 
wells. 

Solar energy is an obvious pol- 
„ ential asset in sunny Jordan. All- 
jftough limited use. largely for 
^Domestic hot water, represents its 
only technologically advanced 
cxf&utuiion. solar energy is used 


Geological overview 
Theare&i.sdi 


valley. Although some oil andgas 
shows were encountered in some 
of the drilled wells, Phillips wit- 
hdrew in 1961. 

John W. Mecom signed a 40- 
year exploration agreement in 
1 964 covering the entire country. 
After drilling three wells and con- 
ducting very I imi ted work, MecOm 
terminated its agreement in 1967. 

Subsequently Industria Nafta 
(IN A), Yugoslavia, signed in 1968 
a six years exploration agreement 
with the recently established Jor- 
danian Natural Resources Aut- 
hority (NRA). In 1969, 1NA ass- 
igned 30 per cent interest to Dem- 
inex. a German oil company. Both . 
companies carried out limited sei- 
smic surveys and four wells were 
drilled. The Wadi Rajil-1 Welldri- 
-lied in May 1970 encountered 
some oil in the Upper Cretaceous 
section. In late 1971' INA req- 
uested the termination of the agr- 
eement. 

In 1975, Filon Oil Company 
( USA) initially, and later Total 
(France) along with Foyo (Japan) 
participated in a joint exploration 
venture. After the group drilled 
one well sited on unreliable sei- 
smic information the agreement 
was terminated in 1973. 

The inability of the various con- 
cessionaries to locate commercial 
hydrocarbons in Jordan in the ppsl 
years is attributed mainly to the 
following reasons: 

1 . The financial capabilities and 
. the allocated exploration exp- 
enditure were not sufficient to 
meet their agreement obligations. 

2. Disappointment in not being 
able to delineate large oil and gas 
fields in the very early stages for 
their exploration efforts. 


that the 

$650 million. This expenditure 
will approach the income that Jor- 
dan expects to receive from all of 
its exports. 

The following table shows Jor- 
dan’s oil bill since the mid 1970’s. 

In 1984, NRA entered into agr- 
eement with the World Bank that 
the bank should make available to 
the NRA a $30 million loan rep- 
ayable over a period of three 
years. 

The loan is to facilitate imp- 
rovement of Jordan’s energy eff- 
iciency and long range energy 
plans. The affected sectors are: 

1. Power distribution 

2. Energy conservation 
3: Renewable energy 

4. Energy planning 

5. Petroleum exploration, in 
which NRA can strengthen its 
programme for prospect mapping, 
log m terpretation and seismic data 
acquisition, processing and int- 
erpretation through: 

(a) The purchase of equipment 
.and materials' for mic- 
ropaleontology, polynology, pet- 
rography, geochemistry and well 
testing. 

(b) The hiring of consultants in 
the field of petroleum eng- 
ineering, geology,, seismic int- 
erpretalion and sei- 
smostratigraphy. 

(c) The processing of additional 
seismic data 

(d) The training of NRA staff in 
petroleum exploration tec- 
hniques. 

In addition to the national eff- 
orts and the World Bank loan, the 
Iraq National Oil Company (I- 
NOC) is supporting NRA in a 
number of technical exploration 
and drilling matters. Arr- 
•' . ^-aogemeqts have, been made with 
basins.*.' ^OC terrain a number of NRA’s 
in seven.. Jr eagineei>!‘ m various field ope- 
rations.. • 


• 1. Northern Highlands 

2. Jordan Valley and Dead Sea 
Graben • 

3. Wadi Sirhan — Jaffer 

4. Risha 

5. Area underlying the basalt 
plateau 

6. Central Plateau 

7. Southern Plateau 

These areas are open to app- 
lication from interested com- 


Doing business in Jordan 

The ownership of petroleum Is 
vested with the government of 
Jordan. However, although the 
government is currently und- 
ertaking its own exploration and 
development efforts supported by 
its own financial resources and 
outside assistance, it Is willing to 
consider cooperation with com- 


Year 

Expenditures 

in Million 



JO. 

US. Dollar 


1975 

0.040 

0.12 


1976 

0.130 

0.360 - 


1977 

0.070 

0.210 


1978 

0.850 

2.550 


1979 

0.250 

0.750 


19.80 

0.300 • 

• 0.900 


- 1981 . 

6.060 

15.15 • 


.1982 

5.646 

14.12 


1983 

5.200 

13.00 


1984 

SJS6 

13.89 


(x) 1985 

14.300 . 

35.75 


fx) Expected expenditure 



Year 

Imported Ofl 

in MBHon 



JO. 

UJL Dollars 


1975 

24 

72 


1976 

33 

99 


1977 

36 

108 


1978. 

44 

132 


1979 . 

. 67 

201 


J980 

108 

324 


1981 

166 

415 


1982 

200 • 

. 500 


1983 

' 199 

498 


1984 

238 

595 


(x) 1985 

260 

650 


(x) Estimated expenditure. 

• 
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Israeli parliament approves Peres proposal 


(Coatiaued from page I) 

sonfidence in Mr. Peres* coalition 
government, attacking him for not 
joing far enough in his peace pro- 
posals, 

A resolution which had no legal 
tindiag .was presented by the 
•mall right-wing Tehiya Party and 
ritieised Mr. Peres for being too 
‘andlatory” to Jordan. It 
vas rejected. 

About three-quarters of par- 
tament’s 120 members took part 
in the voting. 

In Washington, the Reagan 
administration Tuesday wel- 
comed the Peres plan as an “alt- 
ernative*’ to earlier Jordanian 

proposals, , 

State Department spokesman 
Bernard Kam said the Peres plan 
’*» yet another reflection of the 
nwomtum towards direct, neg- 


otiation that is currently building 
in the region, and that we hope 
will continue.” 

He said it reaffirmed the U.S. 
view that there was an app- 


effort to produce progress for 
peace in the area,” Al Akhbar 
said. “And our welcome also Is 
based on the fact that this is the 
first time that Israel has presented 


View Uiai UlblV *rr . . . m m r m 

reciaiion in the area of a need to proposals from its jade smee pre- 
begnti early negotiations “hop- ‘Sident (Hosni) Mubarak’s great 
eSly by the end of the year." effort » move the peace process 
Mr. Peres opposed prriimftiary forward. 

US. talks with a joint Jordanian- But the paper questioned whe- 

Palestinian delegation. Such a ther the Soviet Union, China and 
item members of the 


w Such a 

meeting was under consideration other permanent members of the 
but Kafosaid no date had been set U.N. Security Council could be 
In Cairo, a state-controlled expected to endorse a settlement 


Egyptian daily gave cautious app- 
roval Wednesday to the Peres 
proposal but raised questions 
about details of the plan. 

The commentary in the daily 
Al Akhbar was the only Egyptian 
reaction so far to -the five-part 

proposal. 

• “This welcome stems from 
Egypt*-* stand which welcomes any 


“while we announce that they will 
be kepi away from the neg- 
otiations.” 

Al Akhbar also said Mr. Peres’ 
refusal to allow the PLO a role in 
the negotiations is “unfair to the 
PLO, which has gone to the utm- 
ost effort to prove its genuine des- 
ire for a comprehensive and just 
peace.” 


Despite the reservations,. the Al 
Akhbar commentary was the most 
favourable reaction so far within 
the Arab World to Mr. Peres’ pro- 
posals. 

State-run radio in Saudi Arabia 
said Mr- Peres had presented 
“impossible terms” by excluding 
Moscow and the PLO. 

It was unclear whether the Al 
Akhbar commentary reflected the 
views of the Egyptian gov- 
ernment 

But a senior 
speaking on 
identified, said die Mubarak gov- 
ernment was seeking clarification 
of several points, including those 
raised by die editorial. 

Egypt’s senior diplomat in Td 
Aviv, Mohammad oassiounu was 
summoned to Quid (Mi Tuesday 
for consultations on various iss- 
ues, indudmg the Peres proposal. 


tior Egyptian official, 
1 condition he trot be 


peteat oil companies who are int- 
erested to enter Jordan for exp- 
loration and development act- 
ivities through mutually neg- 
otiated agreements. Approach 
should be directly with gov- 
ernment, or via association with 
Jordanian companies appropriate. 
However, all agreements must be 
negotiated with NRA and app- 
roved by cabinet and parliament 
before its attaining legal status. 

Other possible arrangements 
that can be considered for the exp- 
loration and development efforts 
in Jordan are: 

Joint ventures, production sha- 
ring agreements; service con- 
tracts. 

All agreements in Jordan sti- 
pulate training provisions for per- 
sonnel in the various aspects of the 
oil industry. Gas flaring is pro- 
hibited without any prior aut- 
horisation. Jordan has a free cur- 
rency transfer system for foreign 
operating companies, and the inc- 
ome tax laws are structured so that 
double taxation is avoided. 

Overview 

Jordan has proved that it is a 


developing country which can 
proceed in its endeavours to dev- 
elop its oil and gas resources using 
a well-planned programme. The 
basic requirements for effective 
execution pf such plans are: 

1. Good data. Exploration suc- 
cess must be based on good data 
that has undergone detailed and 
accurate interpretation. 

2. Good manpower. It is imp- 
ortant that the geologists and eng- 
ineers are competent and highly 
motivated. The expertise of for- 
eign consultants in all stages of 
exploration and development has 
proved to be useful and necessary. 

3. Adequate financial resources 
are vital. Oil exploration and oil 
field development cannot take 
place without significant and suf- 
ficient outlay. 

K.E. Jreisat is the director of the' 
Petroleum Exploration Dep- 
artment at die Ministry of Energy 
and Mineral Resources' Natural 
Resources Authority. He con- 
tributed the above paper for a 
U.N. -sponsored symposium on oil 
exploration in the developing cou- 
ntries held in the Greek capital, 
Athens April 22-27. 


Randa Habib's 
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Check before wasting time 

A YOUNG ample were telling me the other day about the 
problem they are feeing in furnishing their apartment in 
preparation for their nearing marriage. 

Having a limited budget, the young couple looked op 
advertisements of furniture shops who offered “reasonable 
prices” and easy terms of payment. At least this is what the 
advertisements claimed. Our friends visited one of those 
shops, chose a living room and inquired about the price, 
which was reasonable. 

However, not being absolutely satisfied with the colour, 
the couple derided to visit other branches of (he store alt- 
hough the saleswoman affirmed that the products are the 
same hi all their branches. Our friends however went to one 
bra ndt w here they found the same living room which was 
unfortunately of the same colour. They asked about the 
price expecting it to be the same, but to their surprise the 
living room there was JD 65 less than in the main store. 

Furious, the couple went back to the first store and dem- 
anded an explanation. The answer was that the second living 
room they saw in the other store was of the same price, “but 
the salesman there made a mistake”. 

When it came to the payment, the couple sought to benefit 
from the payment facilities which were advertised: They 
wanted to pay on installments. 

“No, not this living room — anything else O.K., but not 
this one,” they woo answered. “This has to be paid in 
cash*’. Don’t take things at face value, check first before 
wasting your time. 


U.S. reviews arms sales, aid 


(Continued from page 1) 

Commenting on his meeting 
with Mr. Shultz, Mr. Lugar said it 
gave Senate leaders a chance to 
give Mr. Shultz their advice on 
how to proceed, and he will take 
that advice bade to Mr. Reagan, 
Lugar said. 

“It’s on the basis of direct neg- 
otiations and progress in the peace 
process that the Congress would 
be at all sympathetic to aid for 
anybody,” said Mr. Lugar. 

Israel and its supporters in Con- 
gress strongly oppose the sale of 
sophisticated ui>. weapons to 
Jordan until it actually enters 
peace talks with the Israelis. 

“As I understand the peace 
process,” Mr. Lugar said, “each of 
theseplayers is going to take some 
time, and they’re talking about 
weeks rather than days.” 

“The secretary is just trying to 
say to us... that we ought not to be 
making premature judgements, 
passing resolutions prior to the 
time that we perceive how the 
talks are going to jell, who’s going 
to be involved, to what extent dir- 
ect negotiations are fostered,” Mr. 
— ■ - — • .rii;..,- - 


Lugar said. 

He apparently was referring to a 
letter written by Republican Sen- 
ator John Heinz and co-signed by 
68 other senators oppos ing any 
arms sales to Jordan until the Kin- 
gdom has actually entered into 
talks with Israel. 

Under complicated procedures, 
the administration advises Con- 
gress that it plans to make a spe- 
cific arms sale to a country, and 
Congress has 50 days to block the 
sale. Unless both houses object, 
the sale goes through. 

Mr. Lugar said he did not expect 
President Reagan to make an 
arms sale proposal to Congress in 
the near future. 

But a spokesman for Mr. Lugar 
- later told Reuters it was probable 
the administration would seek 
■extra economic aid for Jordan in 
the 1985 supplemental spending 
bill now before Congress. 

This would allow the United 
States to show strong support for 
Jordan and the Kingdom’s recent 
attempts to advance the peace 
process, while avoiding the pol- 
itical problems of an arms sale 
proposal, Mr. Lugar’s spokesman 


said. 

He said he did not know what 
amount would be requested but 
another Senate source told Reu- 
ters that Mr. Shultz ia a recent 
letter to budget Director David 
Stockman endorsed a two-year 
$250 million package of com- 
modity and development aid. 

Asked if he expected the Jordan 
aid issue to be resolved before 
Congress’s August recess, Mr. 
Lugar told reporters “no.” 

“My judgement is we're going 
to have hearings now, not pro- 
posals,” he said. His spokesman 
said he specifically referred to 
arms sales proposals. 

Republican Senator Bob Kas- 
ten, chairman of the Senate app- 
ropriations Subcommittee on 
Foreign Operations, was more 
ambivalent after the session with 
Mr. Shultz. 

He said he had been under pre- 
ssure from the administration to 
add aid to Jordan to the 1985 sup- 
plemental bill. 

After Tuesday's meeting with 
Mr. Shultz, Mr. Kasten said the 
administration “will gp back and 
review the whole thin®." . _ 


SLA chief 
seeks talks 

(Continued from page 1) 

U.N. Under-Secretary General 
Brian Urquhart held talks with 
Israeli Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin late Tuesday night on the 
UNIFIL crisis. No details were 
available on their talks but reports 
said that Israel, which hopes to 
handover a self-styled “security 
strip” along the Israel -Lebanon 
border to the SLA, was offering to 
allow UNIFIL to deploy all the 
way to the border if the militiamen 
were given access to move around 
freely in UNIFIL-controiled’ 
areas. 

UNIFIL spokesman Timur 
Goksel has said that the pea- 
cekeeping force deals equally with 
the various rival militias operating 
in its zone in South Lebanon. But 
Israel has maintained that in pra- 
ctice UNIFIL favours Amai. 

Under UNIFIL’s original 1978 
mandate. Israel has no say in 
where UNIFIL deploys. This is 
supposed to be determined by the 
U.N. Security Council and the 
host country. Lebanon. 
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FOR AN ENJOYABLE 
SUMMER VACATION 


Effective 3rd of July 1985 

TURKISH AIRLINES will take you to 
one of the most beautiful places on the 
mediterranean cost of Turkey 

ANTALYA (TURKISH RIVIERA) 


We have also tour programmes at most reasonable 

prices. , , . 

For more details please contact your travel agent or 

our GSA 


Tel.: 639575/630575/629891 King Hussein Str. Amman 


TURKISH AIRLINES 
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Europeans agree on 
anti-hooligan charter 


AMSTERDAM (R) — Seven 
West European countries Tue- 
sday night to take tough, united 
measures against sports hoo- 
liganism by setting up an anti-thug 
charter expected to become law in 
most of Western Europe. 

Sports ministers or top officials 
from the seven announced after a 
meeting in Amsterdam that key 
action would include severe pen- 
alties for violence, restrictions on 
alcohol at sports events, new reg- 


ulations on stadia and compulsory 
separation of opposing sup- 
porters. 

The measures would be set out 
in an anti-hooligan convention to 
be presented to an emergency 
meeting of sports ministers of the 
21 -nation Council of Europe on 
June 27. Ibis would be binding on 
all signatories and most countries 
'were expected to sign, officials 
from several governments said. 


Peru’s soccer coach sacked 


LIMA (R) — Peru's national soc- 
cer coach. Moises Barack, was- 
sacked Tuesday after poor results 
in the team's World Cup qua- 
lifying matches, the national team 
committee said. 

Miguel Vargas Merino, head of 
' the Peruvian football federation's 
national team committee said it 
had lost confidence in Barack and 
was hoping veteran coach Marcos 
Calderon would accept an offer to 
replace him. 

“We have called on Mr. Cal- 
deron to accept the position. We 
know it is a difficult moment, but 
we still have a mathematical cha- 
nce of winning the group and qua- 
lifying for the World Cup (fin- 


als),” Merino said. 

Peru have gained three points 
from three games to date in South 
American group one, scoring oniy 
one goal. They beat Venezuela 
away and drew with Colombia in 
Lima last Sunday after losing to 
them in Bogota. 

Peru play Venezuela in Lima 
next Sunday before home and 
away ties against group leaders 
Argentina, who have won a max- 
imum six points in their three mat- 
ches so far. 

Calderon took Peru to the 
World Cup finals in Argentina in 
1978. He also led them to the 
South American championship 
ride in 1975. 


Connors out 
in 1st round 
of London 
tournament 

LONDON (R) — Top seed 
Jimmy Connors was a surprise 
first round casualty of the London 
grass court tennis championship 
when he lost to qualifier Mike.de 
Palmer Wednesday. 

Connors, winner of this tra- 
ditional Wimbledon warm-up 
tournament in 1982 and 1983, 
succumbed 7-5, 6-3 to die power 
plav of fellow-American de Pal- 
mer, who is ranked 84 pla- 
ces below Connors in the world 
computer rankings. 

Connors failed to establish con- 
trol of his game in the blustery 
conditions on the centre court at 
Queen’s club despite breaking 
serve in the opening game. 

In the second set Connors bec- 
ame increasingly disturbed by his 
own failing s ana by a number of 
line calls. He asked for the sup- 
ervisor after one call. 

De Palmer broke in the fourth 
game and then served imp- 
ressively to take his next two ser- 
vice games to love. Connors’ fig- 
h ting spirit was seldom in evidence 
and at 3-5 down he failed to take 
advantage of two points to break 
bade, De Palmer polishing him off 
with an overhead smash. 


Europe’s women badminton players 
pose threat to Chinese supremacy 


CALGARY, Alberta (R) — 
Helen Txoke of England and 
Denmark’s Kirsten Larsen, .Eur- 
ope’s two best women players, 
showed why they are the main thr- 
eats to Chinese supremacy in the 
women’s singles at the world 
badminton championships Tue- 
sday. 

Troke, the 20-year-old English 
number one, said she had “but- 
terfly nerves and rubbery legs” 
but she was still too good for South 
Korean So Young Chung. as she 
posted an 11-6, 11-7 victory in 
their first round match. 

The 23-year-old Larsen, des- 
pite an injury to her left knee 
which seemed to affect her mob- 
ility, grew stronger and faster as 
her match progressed and thr- 
ashed Danmne Lertvoralak of 
Thailand 11-7, 11-2. 

The two Europeans are among 
the four joint fifth seeds. Their 
two equals in that position. Sum- 
iko Kitada of Japan and Bok Sun 
Kim of South Korea, also won eas- 
ily. 

Kitada put down Chung Yoon 
Chung of South Korea 11-15, 
11-1 while Kim whitewashed 
Zndira Bhikha of Mozambique 
11 - 0 , 11 - 0 . 

Top seeded Han Aiping, the 
all-England champion, defending 


FIRST RACE 3.00 
FOR BEGINNER HORSES 
DISTANCE 1400 METRES 


FRIDAY’S RACES AT THE 
ROYAL RACING CLUB 

SECOND RACE 3.30 
FOR THIRD CLASS HORSES. 
DISTANCE 1000 METRES 


Owner 

1- Samir Khalil Haddadin 

2- Mohammad A. El Hady 

3- Abdullah A El Raheem 

4- Dafwah Haiel El Faiez 

5- Ahmad Mjaly . 

6- Olid Hi QA El Satta r 

7- Hassan Dahham 

8- Fhaid Mltlak 

9- Mohammad A El Naby 

10- Ahmad Salim 

11- Faisal N. El Faiez 

12- Nafel AA. Sokout 


Horse Trainer Jockey 


Safwan Owner 

Nassar Owner 

N. El Ashee Owner 


Waheeb 

Final 

Amal 

Balkawien 
Elanka 
M. Rated 

Elsawy 

Ghadeer 

Maha 


Owner 

Owner 

Owner 

Owner 

Owner 

Owner 

Owner 

Owner" 

Owner 


Sullman 

Khalid 

Rasheed 

Fawaz 

Ahmad 

Ibrahim 

Talal 

Yousef 

Mostafe 


Weight 

Owner 

Horse 

Trainer 

Jockey 

Weight 

54 

1- Sate! G. El Faiez 

M. Sakhir. 

Owner 

Daifallah 

53 

54 

2- Mohammad A El Hady 

F. Naour 

Owner 

Ibrahim 

51.5 

54 

54 

3- Khalid A Ei Naby 

H.EImshakarOwner 

Saad 

51.5 

52J5 

4- Hamad El Jam any 

H. Maryam 

Owner 

Talal ' 

4&5 

52.5 

5- Jamal El Zabin 

El Hamdany Owner 


49 

52.5 

6- Mohammad A. 0 Naby 

Sholah 

Owner 


4&5 

SZS 

7- A El Sattar Matar 

J.EImshakar Owner 

Yousef 

46.5 

49.5 

a n 

8- Oudih El Kafsy 

Kawakib 

Owner 

Fawaz 

47 


46.5 

49.5 


THIRD RACE 4:00 
FOR BEGINNER HORSES 
DISTANCE 1600 METRES 

Horse Trainer Jockey Weight 


FOURTH RACE 4:30 
FOR BEGINNER HORSES 
DISTANCE 1400 METRES 


Owner 

1- HLH. LateShertf 
NasirStable 

2- H.H. Late Sherif 
Nasir Stable * 

3- Nimir El Hmoud 
4~ Ahmad Hilal 

5- Fhaid Mltlak 

6- Sarny Haddadin 

7- Hany El Hadeed 


Sarim 

Jallab 
Ghanim 
D. Jawa 
Mansour 
S- Amman 
Amirah 


Ibrahim 

Ibrahim 

Owner 

Owner 

Owner 

Owner 

Owner- 


Ibrahim 54 


Fawaz 
A. Jabir 
Khalid 

William 

Ahmad 


54 

54 

54 

54 

5Z5 

49.5 


Owner 

1- Sarny Haddadin 

2- Ghalib Hadtfedin 

3- Nimir H Hmoud 

4- Nimir El Hmoud 

5- Nimir El Hmoud 

6- Hany El Hadeed 

7- Misha! El Faiez 
9- Mishal B Faiez 

9- Mishal El Faiez 

10- Faisal El Faiez 


Horse Trainer Jockey Weight 


Samra 
Maid 7 

Saryj" jl ’ 

S. Nimir 

Sh. Nimir 

Am^ah 

AElTateb 

El Akhtal 

EJZafir 

Shihanih 


Owner 
Owner 
Owner 
Owner 
Owner 
Owner 
Owner 
Owner 
Owner 


49.5. 

belt 48 
A Jabir — 48 
465 
46.5 

Ahmad 46.5 
Salah 48 

Ibrahim 53 
Talal 48 

465 




FIFTH RACE 5:00 . 

FOR SECOND AND THIRD CLASS 
HORSES 

DISTANCE 1400 METRES 


Owner 

Horse 

Trainer 

Jockey 

Weight 

1- Sarny Haddadin 

Wad ah 

Owner 

William 

54.5 

2- Ghalib Haddadin 

D. El Khail 

Owner 

Robert 

54.5 

3- Mishal EJ Faiez 

L El Basar 

Owner 


51.5 

4- Mishal El Faiez 

M. El Ajlal 

Owner 


50 

5- Mishal El Faiez 

Ibn El Reeh Owner 


50 

6- Nimir El Hmoud 

EITalak 

Owner 

A. Jabir 

50 

7- Izzat Kandour 

Koban 

Owner 

Saad 

50 

8- Marwan Tokan 

0 Farazdak Owner 

Dilio 

50 

9- Hany El Hadeed 

Diana 

Owner 

Ahmad 

50 


world champion Li Ling Win and 
Wu Jianqiu, the Chinese who are 
seeded first, second and joint 
third, all had byes into the second 
round while the other Chinese 
third seed, Zheng Yuli, strolled to 
victoiy 11-2, 11-8 over Sherry Liu 
of Taiwan. 

With the leading women’s seeds 
off duty, most of the attention 
Tuesday was focussed on the 
men’s doubles, which in the opi- 
nion of most players and observers 
is going to be the toughest title to 
win here. 

Six or seven te ams have a solid- 
chance for that crown, led by the 
top-seeded South Korean pair of 
Joo Bong Park and Moon Soo 
Kim, who added to their growing 
laurels by winning the all-England 
title in March. 

They advanced on a walkover 
Tuesday, but teams who may test 
them thoroughly were very much 
in action, including defending 
champions Steen Fladberg and 
Jesper HeUedie of Denmark. 

The Danes, who are set to play 
the Koreans in the quarterfinals if 
each win one more match, dis- 
posed of Canadians Bob McD- 
ougall and Jim Poole 15-6, 1S-4 
Tuesday. 

They have lost twice to the 
South Koreans in the past “If you 
let them play as they can, 'like 
machines, they are difficult to 
stop. If you stay with them at the 


start and don’t let them dictate, 
you can beat them,” HeUedie said. 

“It is important that we dictate 
what happens on the court,” he 
said. 

Also in the top half of the draw 
are Indonesians Liem Swie King, 
who it is believed has never lost a 
decisive doubles match, playing 
with Hariatmanto Kartono, and 
the Swedish pair of Thomas Kih- 
Istrom and Stefan Karisson, who 
seemed to be on course to take the 
title in 1983 until Kihlstrom inj- 
ured his back. 

In the lower half die main thr- 
eats appear to be second seeded 
Chinese pur of U Youngbo and 
Tian Bingyi and a secona Danish 
pair, Michael Kjeldsen and Mark 
Christiansen, who both advanced 
with easy wins Tuesday. Martin 
Drew and Steve Badddey of Eng- 
land are another pair who cannot 
be discounted. 


f FURNISHED FiXtS *1 
I FOR RENT t 

J Fully-furnished one bed- 1, 
j room and two bedroom j 
|flats,'w/w carpet, ‘colour j 
-I TV, central heating, tel-! 
Jephone. ! 

( Two locations, Jabai* 
Amman, near Fifth Circlet 
I and Abdali area. f 

J Phone: 673768, 672842 ( 
I after 2 p.m. J 


Zico might 
rejoin Flamengo 

RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — Bra- 
zilian soccer star Zico probably 
wQl rejoin Rio side Flamengo for 
about SI. 5 million, club president 
George HelaJ said Tuesday. 

He said in a television interview 
that negotiations for Zico to' ret- 
urn to Flamengo, two years after 
being sold to Italian first division 
Udinese for an estimated $3 mil- 
lion, were “90 per cent settled for 
half that price.” 

Last week Udinese President 
Lamberto Mazza said in Rome the 
two clubs had agreed on a $5 mil- 
lion deaL 

In Belo Horizonte, where Brazil 
are training for Sunday’s World 
Cup qualifying match against Par- 
aguay, Zico said ,be had not yet 
signed with Flamengo. 

‘Tm confident that Flamengo 
wifi buy me back,, but until then 
Pm still an Udinese player,” the, 
striker said. ' 


SPORTS BRIEFS 


Navratilova to retire in two years 

MARBELLA. Spain (AP) —American tennis star Martina Nav- 
ratilova said Tuesday she plans to retire from tennis within two^ 
years. Navratilova, who is spending several days relaxing in this 
southern Spanish Sun coast resort, told the Spanish News Agency 
EFE that after retiring from professional tennis she plans to 
devote herself to her “big hobbies", reading, viewing films and 
participating in a foundation named for her and dedicated to 
underprivileged youngsters. 

Santana names team to play Paraguay 

RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — Brazilian soccer manager Tele San- 
tana has named the team which beat Bolivia 2-0 earlier this month 
for the World Cup South American qualifying match against 
group three leaders Paraguay in Asuncion on Sunday. Paraguay 
nave three points from two games, Brazil two from one and 
Bolivia one point from three. Brail: Carlos, Leandro, Oscar, 
Ed mho. Junior, Cerezo, Socrates, Zico, Renato, Casagrande, 
Eder. 

Pedroza considering future alter defeat 

PANAMA CITY ^R) — Panama’s former World Boxing Ass- 
ociation (WBA) featherweight champion Eusebio Pedroza said 
Tuesday he was considering his fighting future after his una- 
nimous points defeat on Saturday by Britain’s Barry McGuigan. 
Pedroza said he would probably go up a weight to the suoer- 
featherweight division. Pedroza, 32, who had defended bis World 
Boxing Association title 19 times, said he had been “robbed” of 
the crown by McGuigan and had accumulated enough points to 


win. 
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JVC IMPORTANT JVC 




For all Indians working in Jordan please contact: 
Mr. Tamimi, Tel: 628240. 

(Easy instalments) 

IJVCteteYlsion and videos and stereos, (the store 
vtm close between 18thJujietill the end of Jbe. _ II 
month). - 11 


THE Daily Crossword byj.&P.Ba.iic* 


ACROSS 
1 RtpHM 
7 Distinct 

15 Sun total 

16 Donwstic 
helper 

17 A Wright 
brothar 

IB Oryx 

19 Criterion: 
abbr. 

20 Whip - 

22 State aa fact 

23 CsMmtlofl 
25 Copycats 
28 Partof aflt- 

nasacaflknan 

30 Mokang 

31 Cawmntty 
35 Plata or 


m 

m 

a 

m 

u 

m 

m 

■ 

m 

■ 

u 

■ 

m 

■ 

m 

■ 

m 

■ 

Gi 

■ 

■ 


a 
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38 Biassed on*: 
abbr. 

39 A letter 

40 Roman god 

41 Pamphlet 

44 Affectation 

45 Webster's 
SDodflAtv 

49 Changed 
location 

52 Used-with . 
others 

53 Zone 

54 County In Ohio 

55 Receptacle 
58 Schoon e r part 
62 Gratify 

64 bwlmiatlan 

65 Spherical body 
68 Zagazfg native 
67 Swirls 

DOWN • : 

•1 Conrinpcries . 

2 Drop 

3 Forward • 

4 Abrade 

5 Jackal-beaded 
god 

6 Public my 

7 Break 

8 Incalc u lably 
longtime 

9 Express 

10 ibsan character 

11 Backslide 



01985 Trtouna MM la Scntcas-lnc. 
A0 KgftU 


5/25/85 


12 In the sky 

13 Drinking one 

14 Ogling ones 
21 Residue 

23 For shame I 

24 Freshly 

25 Field measure 

26 Search 

27 Chin, gelatin 
26 Mother ot 

ApaHo 
29 Glacial 

32 Uneven 

33 Pibmlngpoet 
34. towcajd^ j : ^ 
38 Lean-to • 

37 Evening wear. ' 
for short 

38 Discard 
goddess 

42 Make a hefty 
prom 

43 Level of 
comm a nd 

44 Cushion 
48 Scuff 

47 bifluonzs 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


5/ 25/85 


48 WWrtad round 

49 An Elsenhower 

50 Ape 

51 HwrlngBnes 
55 Indonesian 

bland 


56 That's dear 

57 Catches 

59 Fixed 

60 KaefeJrd 

81 Crete mount 
83 Antiquity 


APOLOGY 


Doctor Sami and Doctor Munir Khurma 9 
apologise for not being able to receive their 
patients as of Thursday due to being abr- 
oad. 


AMERICAN COMPANY 

Requires a secretary immediately with excellent sec- 
retarial and word processing skills. Responsibilities 
include office duties and typing of technical reports. 
Right candidate can contact: 

Tel: 815615 ext 631 or 815071 ext 323. 


FOR RENT 

In a villa, two-bedroom furnished living and dining 
room, study room, kitchen, bathroom, WC and gar- 
den^ Central heating 

Location: Shmeisani. near Birds Garden. 

Tel: 601279 


CAR FOR SALE • 

1 980 Mercedes 200 
DUTY NOT PAID 
Best offer 

Tel: 642268, 673972 


VEHICLE FOR SALE 

1 979 Chevrolet Blazer. Automatic and 4-wheel drive, 
power steering. Only 31,000 miles, excellent con- 
dition. 

JD 1,700 DUTY NOT PAID. 

Call 665316, evenings 


APARTMENT (FULLY FURNISHED) 
FOR RENT 

.UnhLof Jordan housing — Jubeiha: Two bedrooms, two bat- 
hrooms, guestroom large living room, two balconies, wall- 
to-wall carpet, central heating, telephone, TV., etc. 

Telephone *421 75 or 846471 


★ ★ ★ One- Theatre* ★ V 

Philadelphia* 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDO N ffi )--- Following are the buying_and setting rates for 
leadmg world currencies and gold againstthe dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Wednesday. 

One steriinj 
One US. 




1.2635/45 

I. 3687/92 
3.0805/20 
3.4720/40 
2.5935/45 
62.10/15 
9.3850/3950 
1958-5/9.5 
249.60/70 ' 
8.9025/9125 
8.8550/8650 

II. 0450/0550 
One ounce of gold 313.5Q/3 14.00 


US. dollars 
C&nadian dollars 
West German tnarirs 

Dutch gnOd&ts 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 

Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


£ 


LONDON STOCK MARKET 


LONDON (R) — Share prices dosed easier in moderately active 

At 

The Abbey Life offer for sale was heavily oversubscribed, and 
dealing m the new shares is due to start next Wednesday. 

Government bonds held early gains of Y& point in longs and 
showed little reaction to the Bardays V* point cut in baserate to 
12% per cent Golds were off the lows and US. shares eased. 

Bcecfaam fen 22p to 356 after annual results below market 
forecasts while Pflldngton rose anet 5p to 291 also after full year 
results. Tesco lost 7p on balance at 248 after its figures. 

Reed International, rumoured to be a Hanson Trust bid target, 
rose 15p to 649.. Hanson closed lip down at 204, ex-dividend. 
Metal Box added 40p to Tuesday’s 26p rise at 473 in further 
reaction to the full year figures. 

Debenhams shed 4p to 384 while Burton, which is rumoured to 
be preparing an increased offer for Debenhams, firmed 3p on 
balance to 501. Dealers said the Burton bid for Debenhams ma y 
be referred to the Monopolies Commission. 
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FORECAST FOR THURSDAY, JUNE 13, 1935 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: The daytime is fine for 
continuing with the new ideas and plans of action that 
were good from yesterday's beneficial aspects, so be alert 
to changes and new arrangements. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) You are anxious to get 
ahead much faster in the future, and tonight you can 
start taking right steps in such direction. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) A good day to make 
a plan of action by which you can gam the personal 
wishes that mean so much to you. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Get in touchwith good 
pals and gain their support for whatever your aims may 
be. Then be alone and push your talents through. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) You haveex- 
. ceflqnt Ideas for gahungmuch progress and for becom- 
' log successful In public Ufa. Get in touch' with bigwigs T , 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) Plan some trip that can help 
to motivate you to greater accomplishment when you 
return, then tonight get into town and have fun. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Try to understand the 
other side of your mate’s nature and gain greater hap- 
piness. Seek new interests tonight. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) You can make new sug- 
gestions to associates that, coupled with their ideas, can 
bring greater success. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Use all those gadgets 
around you that can make your work more efficient and 
easy. Get together with partners in the evening. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Plan to get into 
entertainments that you have not enjoyed before this, 
and then you can have a fine time. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) You understand 
what should be done to make your home more attrac- 
tive and functional, so get busy. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Any data you have 
attained recently that can make you mare property- 
conscious and prosperous should now ba put to use. 

- PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Study your monetary' 
status do whatever will make it better since you 
have fine ideas. 

FORECAST FOR FRIDAY, JUNE 14, 1985 

. GENERAL TENDENCIES: The early part of the day 

is by far the best time today, and you will be able to 
please others and get much accomplished in whatever 
concerns romance or fi na n ces. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) A financial affair can be 
nicely settled early in the day, but later take care not - 
to get fooled or deceived. . 

- TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Take treatments that 
will make you more charming in the morning, and then 
go after some personal aim that means much to you. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Some special thought 
for o w you like win bring happiness in the morning. 
Later get your duties handled intelligently. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) Early work 
on some personal »ini and gain it easily. Later you may 
have difficulty with other goals. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) Get your work handled as 
early as you since later you have duties to perform 
that are a little difficult. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Early get into that new. 
interest that is inspiring to you and make much progress 
before you have to handle some blunt matter. 

LIBRA (SepL 23 to Oct. 22) Handling a business af- 
fair early and wisely is easy in the morning, but later 
pr acti cal affairs are annoying to you. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Coming to an agree- 
ment with a partner early is wise, so don’t delay doing 
so any longer, and save a worthwhile association. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Begin your work 
enthusias tically and get much accomplished since later 
your motor runs down and you can do little. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Early plan enter- 
tainment for later in the day since later you may have 

a problem to contend with. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Handle that family 
affair early and quickly otherwise it could get worse, 
late - . Get kin to understand your views. . 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) You get a message in 
the morning, that could be very pleasant for you, but 
later find it difficult to communicate with others. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she win 
be able to easOy get at the-core of things and understand 
the details as well as the overall picture, so g ive a fine 
education slanted on business, and your progeny can 
b^cw M very successful. Teach to listen to the vetws of 
others aiw l not be so self-engrossed. 


Jordanian bankers urge mergers, sophistication Part a 


Following is Fart JJ of an article written by Rami G. Khduri on 
banking in Jordan. Part 1 appeared in Wednesday's ( June 12th) 
Jordan Tones issue. 


By Rami G. Kbouri . 

- Spedai to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Some of the cou- 
ntry’s more outspoken bankers 
question the adequacy of gov- 
ernment supervision, particularly 
as so many new banks and ins- 
urance companies were licensed 
and opened for business, they cha- 
rge, without always having suf- 
ficient managerial depth. In a few 
cases (such as one company iss- 
uing a letter of credit several times 
the size of its capital) senior man- 
agements made some huge mis- 
judgements, and paid the price. 

The Central Bank monitors the 
economy on a month-by-month 
basis, and often adjusts monetary 
controls to effect changes in -liq- 
uidity. It must approve single cre- 
dits of over JD 100,000 ($ 
2.50,000), and monitors all com- 
mercial loans to provide banks 
with a consolidated debt profile of 
prospective borrowers, known as 
Centrale De Risque. 

“Too many government- 
guaranteed loans are causing the 
b anks to become sloppy in ana- 
lysing feasibility studies and loan 
risks,” one senior Jordanian ban- 
ker charges. 

He adds that the government's 


unwritten policy of never allowing 
a major company to go under is 
self-defeating, for it perpetuates 
poor management whose wea- 
knesses ultimately show up as 
poor quality loans on the banks’ 
books. . 

The six investment banks and 
finance companies that entered 
the mar ket in recent years quickly 
ran into the recession, and have 
not found market conditions con- 
ducive to introducing new ins- 
truments and services such as con- 
vertible bonds. Floating Rate 
Notes (FRNs), negotiable Cer- 
tificates of Deposits (CDs)or 
commercial paper. 

The depressed stock market 
and the lack of a secondary market 
for bonds and CDs have also hurt. 
In the circumstances, the inv- 
estment bankers have con- 
centrated on managing and und- 
erwriting primary issues for cli- 
ents, with a marked emphasis on 
government-guaranteed debt. 

Some investment bouses found 
themselves last year in the awk- 
ward position of having derived 
most of their income from int- 
erest, rather than fee earnings. 
Several are talking to one another 
and to the government about pos- 
sible mergers. 


Notes Dr. Maher Sbukri, gen- 
eral manager of the three- 
year-old Finance and Credit Cor- 
poration: “The genera] conviction 
is that there are too many inv- 
estment companies in Jordan try- 
ing to share a small cake that is not 
growing. Any mergers that take 
place should be based on real inc- 
entives, such as tax holidays~or 
Central Bank facilities to provide 
lower funding costs in a post- 
merger period.” 

Dr. Khalil Salem, a former Cen- 
tral Bank of Jordan governor and 
now the General Manager of Arab 
Finance Corporation (Jordan), 
feels the investment companies 
have suffered from a lack of def- 
inition of their functions in rel- 
ation to what the commercial 
h anks are allowed to do. 

“Commercial banks enjoy a 
cost of money of five per cent, and 
investment companies pay over 
eight per cent, but we both have to 
abide by government- defined 
maximum lending rates. Is it any 
surprise that Investment com- 
panies are showing a lower margin 
of profit?” 

Many senior bankers would 
prefer to see finance companies 
merge with commercial banks, to 
produce European-style universal 
banks with separate divisions for 
commercial and investment ban- 
king, coordinated only at board 
leveL 


Dr. Hadid feels two good inv- 
estment companies could meet 
Jordan’s needs, even after the rec- 
ession ends and the securities 
markets pick up. 

“Jordan is over-banked,” he 
says. “It wouldn’t hurt if some 
commercial banks thought of 
merging as well, if this were acc- 
ompanied by a clarification of 
roles between commerda) and 
investment banks.” 

The eight foreign banks in Jor- 
dan are pleased that the new gov- 
ernment of Prime Minister Zaid 
A1 Rifai has cancelled a previous 
government directive requiring 
foreign banks in the country to 
become 51 per cent Jordanian 
owned. 

The Egyptian -owned Arab 
Land Bank appears ready to make 
the change, however, and plans to 
become a joint Jordanian- 
Egyptian bank that hopes to cap- 
italise on the increased bilateral 
trade that should follow the res- 
umption of diplomatic ties bet- 
ween Jordan and Egypt 

However, the foreign banks are 
still awaiting the new gov- 
em merit's decision on whether or 
not they have to comply with reg- 
ulations requiring Jordanian 
banks to raise their capital to JD 
five milli on by the end of this year. 
Foreign h anks in Jordan are now 
required to have a minimum cap- 


ital of JD three million. 

Foreign bankers argue that an 
across-the-board capital req- 
uirement is inappropriate, in view 
of the large differences among the 
scale of business done by the for- 
eign and local banks. Foreign 
bankers prefer to see regulations 
relating their capital to the size of 
their balance sheets. 

During the past two years, Jor- 
dan has raised two successive 
$150-$200 million Eurocredits at 
half a per cent over London Inter 
Bank Offered Rate (LIBOR). 
Such fine terms.- for a Third World 
borrower, reflect the scarcity of 
Jordan's name in the markets, its 
healthy reserves, and its generally 
respected economic and monetary, 
management. 

But tjie government’s gold and 
forei gn exchange reserves have 
dropped by 23 per cent during the 
past year, to stand at JD 337 m. 
($650 m.) in March of this year. 
While gold reserves have held ste- 
ady at JD 69 million, the gov- 
ernment’s foreign exchange res- 
erves have dropped by half since 
last July, from JD 276 m. to JD 
137 m. 

Most bankers are confident of 
Jordan's traditional prudence in 
its economic management, and 
note that it has recently taken 
measures to protect its reserves by 
helping domestic -industries, pro- 
moting exports and curtailing 


imports. 

Bankers also note that at least 
JD 60 ra. of government reserves 
have been used to finance exports 
to Iraq, a short-term development 
that should be corrected in the 
near future. 

Long- term structural changes in 
the economy and international 
trends are also both expected to 
contribute to a build-up of res- 
erves again in the near future. In 
any case, the government’s official 
reserves are well under a third of 
the country's actual reserves that 
are held at home and abroad by 
both banks and individuals. 

The government has once again 
turned to the Euromarkets for a 
$200 m. loan, which is being pri- 
ced at 1/2-3/4 per cent over 
LIBOR. Jordan’s fine terms also 
reflect its manageable foreign 
debt service ratio of some ten per 
cent. 

However, most bankers now 
keep a close eye on the trend of 
dropping government reserves 
and rising government and 
government-guaranteed debt. 

In the past five years, gov- 
ernment aad government- 
guaranteed foreign debt has inc- 
reased from JD 309 m. to JD 957 
m, while internal public debt inc- 
reased from JD 197 m. to JD 342 
m. The larger debt burden is offset 
in creditors' eyes by Jordan's exc- 
ellent track record on repayments. 


European spot oil prices tumble 


ROTTERDAM (R) — Crude oil 
prices, already at a low ebb bec- 
ause of poor demand, fell further 
on the European spot market 
Wednesday after a report showed 
that American oQ companies have 
built up their stores of petrol. 

The report, published Tuesday 
by the American Petroleum Ins- 
titute, showed U.S. petrol stocks 
rose by 4.5 million barrels to 
219.5 miliioa barrels last week, 
indicating that demand from the 
industry there was likely to drop. 

Traders here said good US. 
demand for gasoline was the only 
factor supporting the weak world 
market, and any indication of that 
demand slackening brought sel- 
lers to the fare. 

They said British North Sea 
Brent crude for July delivery was 
offered at $25.85 a barrel, but no 
buyers were in sight This com- 
pared with deals of $26.15 Tue- 
sday and the British National Oil 
Corporation’s official - $26.65 s 
• • -j. 


price for June deliveries. 

Falling prices have prompted 
the Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC) to 
bring forward - a full minis terial 
meeting by three weeks to June 
30: Possible reductions in official 
prices and further curbs on output 
are likely to be discussed at the 
Geneva conference. 

A senior official of British Pet- 
roleum (B.P.), one of the world’s 
biggest oQ companies, warned 
Tuesday that a sudden, unc- 
ontrollable fall in prices .could 
damage the world economy. 

Corporate planning general 
manager Mr. James Ross told a 
press conference in London that 
such a fall would hit hard the fin- 
ancial position of energy pro- 
ducers, particularly those m Third 
World countries but also in the 
industrial West 

“There is no guarantee that an 
improvement in theposition-of ofl 
' aw^J^rs. WQu ld^prevent amajor . 


financial crisis, which in turn 
would damage confidence and 
economic growth”. 

B.P. trade and supply general 
manager Mr. Russell Seal said it 
was important that OPEC output 
seemed to be under control, est- ■ 
imating it could have been below- 
15 million b/d last month. 

But he said OPEC had to take • 
action against barter deals, in 
which members have traded oil 
for a wide range of goods. 

“Barter deals are something 
OPEC has to rip into at this (June 
30) meeting”, Mr. Seal said, add- 
ing that the highly complicated 
deals were not die answer to the 
problem of the oil-producing dev- 
eloping countries. 

He said that world oil demand,* 
hit badly in recent^ years by rec- 
ession, conservation’ and sub- 
stitution by other energy sources, 
would remain fiat over,the next 18 
months. ■ J 

■ ■ „ .. . m.. ... - . J nV. ■ i 


Portugal signs treaty to join EC 


LISBON (R) — Portugal Wed- 
nesday signed its treaty of acc- 
ession to the European Com- 
munity (EC) a day before the for- 
mal break-up of Prime Minister 
Mario Soares’ coalition gov- 
ernment over internal policy dif- 
ferences. 

The Signing ceremony suc- 
cessfully ended Portugal's eight- 
year bid to win entry along with 
Spain into the trading bloc. 

Mr. Soares, a Socialist, and Soc- 
ial Democrat Deputy Premier Rui 
Machete put their signatures to 
the Community treaty m what was 
expected to be the last official act- 
ion of their two-party government 


before the Social Democrats wit- 
hdraw Thursday. 

The Soda! Democrat decision 
last week to pull out of the two- 
year-old coalition because of a 
row over policies had cast a sha- 
dow over Wednesday’s signing 
ceremony in Lisbon’s historic Hie- 
ronymite monastery at which’ 
Community leaders were present 

Mr. Soares, after s igning the 
1,000-page document that allows 
Portugal to become the 11th 
Communityimemberon Jan. 1 next 
year, said it was oqe of the most 
significant moments of Portugal’s 
history. “We have made it” he 
exclaimed jubilantly. 


Thejjrime mimstere of Bel- 
ice, Italy, Netherlands, 
rk, Ireland and Spain and 
toe foreign ministers of Greece, 
Britain, West Germany and Lux- 
embourg also added their sig- 
natures to the treaty, which must 
now be ratified by toe parliaments 
<jf Portugal and the Co mmuni ty 
.member nations. 

Mr. Soares, speaking in the sun- 
Tit'doistets of the 16th century 
monastery, which was built to 
commemorate voyges of dis- 
covery by Portuguese explorers, 
said membership of toe Com- 
munity represented a new adv- 
enture of Portugal. 


USSR to revise 5-year plan 


(OSCOWfAP) 

Mr. Mikhail S. Gorbachev on 
Tuesday said the politburo has 
ordered toe redrawing of toe next 
five-year plan, and called for an 
overhaul of “outdated” economic 
policies he linked with the Bre- 
zhnev era. 

In a report to a central. com- 
mittee conference on the Soviet 
economy, Mr. Gorbachev said toe 
plan had been sent back to those 
who drafted it because “serious 
criticism was expressed, which 
necessitates that work on the draft 
be continued.” 

Official adoption of toe plan by 
the Supreme Soviet is due at toe 
end of this year. The five-year 
plan governs the. enormous state 
apparatus that runs the Soviet 
economy. 

Mr. Gorbachev’s speech, dis- 
tributed by toe official news age- 
ncy TASS, gave his most specific 
recommendations on the Soviet 
economy since he .assumed lea- 
dership of the party in March. 

.He said aD construction projects 
must be reviewed and halted 
where warranted. 

More capital will be spent to 
retool factories rather than bui- 
lding new but technologically obs- 
olete plants, Mr. Gorbachev said. 

■ Energy and raw materials will 
be conserved, he said, and the qua- 
lity of goods should be improved. 

Mr. Gorbachev called for more 
attention to market forces, inc- 
luding consumer demand, to help 
improve the quality of goods. 

“Itfis necessary to remove eve- 
rything outdated so that the cost- 
conscious economic mechanism, 
so to speak, could operate uni- 
mpeded and literally' rap ine- 
fficient economic executives over 
the knuckles,” Mr. Gorbachev 
said.- 

Mr. Gorbachev, 54, became 


communist party chief oq March 
1 1 after the death of former leader 
Konstantin U. Chernenko. He has 
made domestic issues the focus of 
his leadership and warned that 
members of the old guard resisting 
change should “get out of the 
way.” 

In his speech Tuesday, Mr. 
Gorbachev blamed toe country’s 
troubles on management practices 
developed under the leadership of 
the late Leonid I. Brezhnev. 

Although he did not mention 
Brezhnev’s name, Mr. Gorbachev 
said, “one cannot help seeing that 
since the early 1970s certain dif- 
ficulties began to be felt in eco- 
nomic development” 

“The main reason is that we did 
not display in time perseverance in 
reshaping toe structural policy, 
toe forms and methods of man- 
agement, the very psychology of 
economic activity,” he added. 

Mr. Gorbachev said iwas “out 
of toe question” to consider cur- 
tailing social programme to upd- 
ate toe economy. 

“At toe same time,” said Mr. 
Gorbachev, “we are forced to inv- 
est toe necessary funds into the 
country’s defence... in the face of 
imperialism’s aggressive policy 
and threats ...” 

The party and government have 
discussed toe draft of toe new 
1986-1990 five-year plan for 
months, which takes effect next 
year and will be toe first plan since 
Brezhnev's death in 1982. 

The document is drafted by 
Gosplan, toe planning body wor- 
king with the party central com- 
mittee and the government’s cou- 
ncil of ministers. 

It is highly unusual for Soviet 
authorities to publicly ack- 
nowledge differences in economic 
pl anning, and Mr. Gorbachev’s 
announcement was seen as an att- 


empt to demonstrate that action 
will follow years of resolutions and 
promises about improving the 
economy. 

“The main emphasis shall be 
laid on toe te chnical reequipment 
of plants, saving of resources and 
ensuring a drastic improvement in 
toe quality of products," he said. 

“It is important to give up wit- 
hout hesitation toe economic 
management stereotype ... acc- 
ording to which new construction 
was considered to be the mam 
method of expanding pro- 
duction,” Mr. Gorbachev said. 

He called for up to 50 per cent 
of capita] investment to be made 
in retooling factories. 

“We cannot do without new 
construction, ” he said. “But pro- 
jects under construction should be 
given serious consideration. Some 
of them should be speeded up, 
others suspended or even mot- 
hballed.” 

Conservation will have to acc- 
ount for 75 to 80 per cent ‘of the 
country’s increased need for fuel' 
and raw materials, he said. 
Machine-building output should 
□early double by 1990 with mod- 
ernisation, and the products must 
be of high quality and modern des- 
ign to compete on world markets. 
Mr. Gorbacbev said. 

“One must admit that toe qua- 
lity ... remains a vulnerable ele- 
ment of the economy, a source of 
many difficulties and problems,” 
he said. 

Mr. Gorbachev said the roles of 
ministries will have to change pro- 
foundly, to concentrate on long- 
term planning with scientific 
decision-making. 

At the same time, local planners 
should have more flexibility, while 
observing cost-accounting and 
“commodity-monetary” rel- 
ations, he said. 


Peanuts 


i dipnV come here 

I TO PLAY PINKY PONG 

(All ray or ujhatevh? 

YOU CALL IT! 


|5hfr THERE SOMETHING 
B-SE WE CAN PO? 




UJE CAN PLAY ANYTHING 
YDU WANT... WHAT DO 
VDU WANT TO PLAY? 


ANYTHING WHERE J 
CAN 5EE THE TOP 
.OF THE TABLE! . 



Mutt c n v Jeff 


YES.DUMMX THE ASSETS/ \ 
BRING ME THE ASSETS f/y 








Andy Capp 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
| 9 by Hanri Arnold and Bob Lea 

Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one latter to each square, to form 
four ordinary wonts. 



Cl 

LU 

NKOl 

□ 




HIGLES 


r 

_ 

w 

w 

Z 3 


Now arrange the cfcded letters to 
form tha surprise answer, aa sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


towr. rmi rxmm 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: SKUNK BUILT SPONGE AUTUMN 
Answer They said the bachelor was never this~- . 


They st 
“MISS-' 


•TAKEN 1 











Moscow says Reagan trying 
to reshape SALT II treaty 

MOSCOW (R) — The Soviet Union has accused rican breaches- has been adicv 

- .. ... _ T j: ■ I \1» T.. J 


MOSCOW (R) — The Soviet Union has accused 
President Reagan of trying to reshape the unratified 
SALT-II arms limitation treaty to Washington's 
formula. 


A response to Mr. Reagan's 
promise to abide by the treaty if 
Moscow does likewise was read to 
journalists by Soviet Foreign Min- 
istry Spokesman Vladimir Lom- 
eiko, after a day of Kremlin del- 
iberation. . 

The statement said Mr. Reagan 
was trying to “amputate the tre- 
aty’s most vitally important pro- 
visions" and that he clearly int- 
ended to abrogate treaty clauses 
as and when they interfered with 
his polity of military expansion. 

“One should not be deluded 


that the U.S. side will be allowed 
to detennine as it thinks fit which, 
obligations should be observed 
and which should not,” it said. 

Mr. Lomeiko said it would be a 
“dangerous misapprehension” to 
think that Moscow would sit back 
and let Mr. Reagan reshape the 
treaty. But he refused to say if this 
meant the Soviet Union would 
now consider the 1979 agreement 
null and void. 

He said the U.S. had invented 
non-existent Soviet violations of 
the accord to justify real Ame- 


rican breaches. 

Mr. Lomeiko dismissed Was- 
hington’s decision to dec- 
ommission a Poseidon submarine 
as a meaningless, one-off gesture 
which did not change an overall 
picture of relentless American 
rearming. 

The tough Soviet reaction to a 
statement which brought Mr. 
Reagan criticism from Hawks wit- 
hin the U.S. Congress, was seen by 
Western analysts in Moscow as a 
further indication that the Kre- 
mlin was not about to moderate its 
foreign polity lines. 

Soviet leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev has effectively written off 
the first stage of current arms neg- 
otiations in Geneva, telling vis- 
iting statesmen that no progress 


has been achieved to date. 

Tuesday’s statement accused 
Mr. Reagan of pandering to public 
opinion in his own country, Wes- 
tern Europe and Japan by clo- 
aking his declared intentions in 
apparently moderate terms. 

The Soviet “SS-25" missile, 
cited by the U-S. as a new strategic 
weapon in violation of SALT-U, 
was ui fact only a modernised ver- 
sion of the old SS-I3, and the- 
refore permitted by the accord, 
Mr. Lomeiko said. 

He said this was well-known to 
Mr. Reagan and his military adv- 
isers, whom he accused of fab- 
ricating the story that the missile 
was new in order to justify exp- 
enditure on the new American 
Midgetman missile. 


Blast injures S. African minister 


CAPE TOWN (R) — A South 
African coloured (mixed race) 
deputy cabinet minister was inj- 
ured Wednesday in one of three 
grenade attacks on homes and a 
police station in the Cape Town 
area, police said. 

Deputy Minister of Population 
Development Luwellyn Landers 
underwent emergency surgery 
after his house was blasted. A 
hospital spokesman said he was in 
a stable condition. 

Mr. Landers was appointed in a 
cabinet reshuffle on May 30 and is 
due to take up his portfolio for- 
mally on July 1. 

Police said the home of Fred 
Peters, another coloured member 
of parliament, was badly damaged 
in a second grenade attack. The 
politician escaped unhurt. 

A rifle grenade was also fired at 
a police station at Langa black 


township near Cape Town, cau- 
sing slight damage, and a limpet 
mine was later found at die sta- 
tion, police said. 

The grenade attacks were the 
most serious incidents in a night of 
unrest in South Africa, where rio- 
ting over the past 16 months has 1 
cost more than 400 lives. 

Police said a black man died 
after attacking police with a knife 
at Thembisa, east of Joh- 
annesburg. Two houses were also 
petrol-bombed in the troubled 
eastern Cape. 

Mr. Peters told reporters that he 
had escaped uninjured. “I cannot 
give more details until I have been 
briefed by the police,” he added. 

Mr. Peters later said that police 
had told him that two Soviet-made 
grenades were used in the attack 
on his home. 

He said he believed the attacks 


could have been a threat ahead of 
June 16, the anniversary of 1976 
rioting that started in Soweto and 
left 5/5 people dead across South 
Africa. 

Asked by reporters if the att- 
acks might be a reprisal for him 
taking part in a new South African 
parliament which began last year, 
Mr. Peters said it was a possibility. 

The new tri -camera! parliament 
gave a junior role in government 
to Indians and coloureds but tri- 
ggered widespread blade anger at 
the continued exclusion of the nat- 
ion’s 73 per cent black majority 
from any say in government 

Mr. Peters added that Landers 
did not appeared to be as seriously 
injured as first thought He had 
been hit by shrapnel and it was 
initially feared that his kidneys 
had been damaged. 


U.N. to probe 1,182 missing in Peru 


LIMA (R) — President Fernando 
Belaunde Terry has said two U.N. 
officials would arrive in Peru on 
Sunday to investigate the dis- 
appearance of more than 1,000 
people during the government's 
five-year-old fight against Maoist 
guerrillas- 


He told reporters Peru had inv- 
ited a U.N. mission last November 
to investigate the disappearances 
of 1,182 civilians and soldiers. 

UJV. sources in Lima said that 
according to their records 342 
people were known to have dis- 


Tamils kill 8 in attack 
on Sinhalese village 

— ~ MjA? 5 - 

The attacks on the two villages 
triggered dashes between the 
majority Sinhalese and minority 
Tamil communities in the area. 
About 10,000 people sought san- 
ctuary in temples and schools. 

The government on Friday den- 
ied press reports that more than 
80 Tamils had been killed in eas- 
tern province as a result of ret- 
aliation by troops. 

In the northern town of Jaffna, 
traditional centre of Tamil unrest, 
three people were wounded when 
troops opened fire to disperse a 
crowd looting a rice depot, the 
sources said. About 50 people 
were arrested but later released. 


COLOMBO (R) — Tamil sep- 
aratist guerrillas killed eight peo- 
ple in an attack on a Sinhalese vil- 
lage in Sri Lanka's eastern pro- 
vince, official sources said Wed- 
nesday. 

They said guerrillas fighting for 
^ separate Tamil state Tuesday 
night stormed Dehiwatte, about 
30 kilometres from the port of 
Trincomalee, for the second time 
in 12 days and burned several 
bouses. 

The guerrillas fled when troops 
moved in and opened fire. One 
guerrilla was shot dead. 

Five people were killed and 
several wounded when the rebels 
attacked Dehiwane and the adj- 
acent village of Mahindapura on 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BT CHARLES GOBEN 

Tntnjne Meaid Semican. Inc 

ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l-Easl West vulnerable, as 
Suulh ynu hold: 

♦ AK6 ‘ ’ A763 --KQ7 *J85 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East Sooth 

I * 14 ? 

Whal action do you lake - .' 

A. — At ibis vulnerability, there is a 
temptation tu double because or the 
possibility of a large penalty. 
However, if East is a reasonably 
sane player, don't expecL too large a 
gift. For our money, we’d take the 
near-certain game by bidding three 
no Lrump. Enroll to. however, it 
won't do any harm to cue-bid two 
spades to advise partner of your 
strength. He might just have 
enough shape to he interested in 
slam. 

Q^ — Neither vulnerable, as .South 
you hold: 

483 K1062 CKJ93 4Q102 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 4 Pass 1 NT Pass 

2 ? Pass ? 

What action do you Lake? 

A.— In support of hearts your hand 
revalues to 11 points, and that's 
enough to issue a game invitation. 
Raise Lo three hearts. 

Q.3- East- West vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

495 '■'’92 0AQ76 4AQI062 

The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East South 

1 Pass 2 <7 Pass 

Pass 2 4 r Pass ? 

Whal action do you take? 

A.- You have a good hand - indeed, 
it is odds'OD to be considerably bet- 
ter than partner’s. Bear in mind, 
though, that he ventured into the 
auction only after the opponents' 
bidding had died io two hearts, 
thereby marking you with some 
strength, and then only with a 


balancing bid in a suit. Pass. 

Q.4— Both vulnerable, as South you 
bold: 

4 A 108762 C8 0AK6 4J1^3 
The biddng bas proceeded: 

Sooth West North East 

.1 4 Pass 2 0 Pass 

? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — You have very fine support for 
partner's suiL. However, rebidding 
a six card major suit should take 
precedence over raising partner's 
minor even with such good trumps. 
Hid two spades. With four card sup- 
port. however, wp would prefer 
raising diamonds. 

Q.5 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

474 .'’AKJ83 6AQ93 *87 

The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
I " 14 2 •? Pass 

o 

Whal action do you take? 

A. — You would like Lo close out the 
rubber, if possible, and facing a 
partner who freely raised lo two 
hearts you have jusL enough to in 
vile game. We don't care much 
whether you choose lo do so by bid- 
ding three diamonds or three 
hearts, just as long as you make 
some move. 


Q.6— Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4AJ6 ?KQ7 0AJ98 4AJI0 
What is your opening bid? 

A,- You have the idea! shape Tor an 
opening no trump bid- Unfortunate- 
ly. your hand is too good for one no 
trump and not quite strong enough 
lo open two no trump. The solution 
is lo open one of a suit— in this case 
diamonds— and then jump in no 
trump at your next turn. 


appeared. The U.N. officials 
would ny to discover the reason 
for the discrepancy between their 
figure and the government 9 s dur- 
ing their three-day visit 

At least 6.000 people have died 
since Sendero Luminoso .(Shining 
Path) rebels, most active in the 
Andean provinces of Ayacudio 
and Huanta, launched their sub- 
version campaign. 


Chinese 
president 
to visit 
U.S., 

Canada 

PEKING (R) — Chinese Pre- 
sident Li Xiannian will pay state 
visits IO Canada an d the United 
States next month, a Foreign Min- 
istry spokesman said Wednesday. 

He told reporters Mr. Li, acc- 
ompanied by Vice-Premier Li 
Peng and state councillor £ Pen- 
gfei, would viat Canada on July 14 
and the United States on 'July 22. 

Western diplomats said the inc- 
hidion of Mr. Li Peng, a nuclear 
expert and tipped as a future pre- 
mier, suggested nuclear polity 
would be included on the agenda 
of talks. 

Mr. Us trip follows a visit by 
President Reagan to China last 
year. 

The latest ruffle in relations 
between die two countries came 
with die postponement last month 
of aplanned visit by UJS. warships 
to China, apparently because of 
disagreement over whether they 
were carrying nuclear arms. 

The visit would have been the 
first of its kind to China since the 
Communists came to power in 
1949. 


400 Vietnamese troops 
push into Thailand 


BANGKOK (R) — About 400 
Vietnamese troops in hot pursuit 
of Kampuchean guerrillas have 
ied into Thailand, battling 
iai troops and forcing the eva- 
cuation of thousands of refugees, 
military officials said Wednesday. 

They said the Vietnamese cro- 
ssed the border in north east Tha- 
iland last Friday and ground and 
artillery clashes with Thai forces 
broke out about 350 kilometres 
north east of Bangkok. 

No other details were available 
but Thai officers said Vietnamese 
were still in Thailand. 

Aocess to the border area was 
restricted and there was no. imm- 
ediate independent confirmation 
of the intrusion. 

Western diplomats said about 
30,000 refugees at Camp David, 
some 2,000 metres from the area 
of die reported intrusion were' 
moved deeper, into Thailand on 
Monday. 

They said artillery duels eru- 
pted on Sunday and Monday. 

National Security Council Chief 
Prasong Soonsiri only recently 


told reporters Thailand would 
repatriate as many as possible of 
some 230,000 Kampuchean civ- 
ilians housed in evacuation sites 
along the Thai border. “It is now 
time forthem to go back-, without 
any fear," he said. 

The new push came barely three 
weeks after Thailand said it had 
driven back into Kampuchea the 
last of up to 1,200 intruding Vie- 
tnamese troops after two weeks of 
fighting in south eastern Trat pro- 
vince. 

Thai officials said there had 
been more than 80 cross-border 
incidents since November inv- 
olving the Vietnamese and Kam- 
puchean guerrillas. 

Vietnamese and Thai troops 
fought for two weeks in March 
when Hanoi's forces overran the 
headquarters at Green Hill, of 
Prince Norodom Sihanouk, bead 
of the anti- Vietnamese Coalition 
Government of Democratic 
Kampuchea (CGDK). Green Hill 
is about two kilometres from 
Camp David. 


East German thanks U.S. 
for freedom in spy swap 


GIESSEN, West Germany (Age- 
ncies) — “Thank you. President 
Reagan, thank you, again and 
again,” said Joerg Suess after he 
and 24 others held in East. Ger- 
many and Poland gained freedom 
in a spy swap Tuesday with the 
United States. 

Suess’s brother, Gerhard, said 
17 of those released by Com- 
munist authorities were German,, 
eight of them East German. The 
nationalities of the others were 
not immediately clear. 

The Suesses, who are East Ger- 
man, were taken to die Giessen 
Refugee Camp north of Frankfurt 
after a fligh t from West Berlin to 
the U.S. Rhein-Main Air Base at 
Frankfurt Airport 

Gerhard Suess, a 36-year-old 
plumber, said he was freed after 
serving three months of a 13-year 
sentence in East Germany’s Bau- 
tzen Prison. He said he was con- 
victed of spying, for an Americaa 
intelligence service. 

“I wasn’t guilty. 1 never spied. 
They couldn' t prove anything,” he 
said. 

Joerg Suess refused to talk 
about tiie charges East Germany 
lodged against him. 

The United States tried to sec- 


ure the release of Soviet dissidents 
Andrei Sakharov and Anatoly 
Shcharansky, but settled for 25 
persons imprisoned in East Ger- 
many or Poland in a swap for four 
Eastern Bloc spies. 

The four were exchanged Tue- 
sday for 23 persons at the GTi- 
erricke Bridge, which links the 
American-occupied sector of Ber- 
lin with East Germany. Two other 
persons were expected to be rel- 
eased soon. 

Officials who declined to be 
identified said the 'United States 
raised the question of the two dis- 
■sidents in lengthy negotiations 
with East Germany. 

But it was told the Soviet Union 
would not even consider releasing 
Shcharansky, a Jewish activist ser- 
ving a prison sentence for esp- 
ionage, or Sakharov, a nobei 
prize-winning nudear physicist in 
exile in Gorky. 

” After it became dear that the 
Soviets would not change their 
position, we dedded that obt- 
aining the release of 25 persons 
and family members was an imp- 
ortant humanitarian step which 
justified die a gre ement," one off- 
icial said. 


Spanish colonel, guard 
shot dead in Madrid 


MADRID (R) — A Spanish army 
colonel and his soldier escort were 
shot dead in Madrid Wednesday 
hours before European Com- 
munity leaders assembled for the 
signing of Spain's accession to the 
bloc, Defence Ministry officials 
said. 

The officials told Realm that 
Col. Vicente Romero and his esc- 
ort Juan Garcia Jimenez had both 
died after being shot at by two 
men and a woman m aiashionable 
Madrid street. 

Police sources said the attack 
bore the hallmark erf the Basque 
separatist guerrilla group ETA 
which has lolled IS people this 
year in its struggle for an ind- 
ependent Basque state. 

ETA (Basque Homeland and 


Liberty) frequently strites On occ- 
asions when it can achieve max- 
imum embarrassment to the Mad- 
rid government 

A masave security operation 
was fa force in Madrid Wednesday 
with some 2,000 police deployed 
to protect the six prime ministers 
and five foreign ministers att- 
ending the signing ceremony. 

Police said Col, Romero, who 
was attached to the army's aud- 
iting and legal section, was shot 
through’ die bead as he left his 
home in General Oraa Street 

The police said they had found 
9mm parabeSum cartridges, the 
ammunition used by ETA. 

The colonel -was aged 55. His 
soldier escort was 27. 


Ottawa conference seeks 
human rights consensus 


OTTAWA (R) — East and West 
are struggling to find common 
ground and a mutually-accep table 
final statement as a six-week 
human rights conference inv- 
olving 35 nations nears an end. 

Delegates attending the dosed- 
door Ottawa conference are spe- 
nding the final week trying to 
agree on a statement of principles 
that has so far proven elusive, 
Western delegates said. 

The United States, Canada and 
33 neutral. Western and East 
European states are seeking to 
build on the 1975 Helsinki acc- 


ords es tablishing a code of con- 
duct for Europe, viewed ax the 
time as a landmark in detente. 

But Western delegates int- 
erviewed this week said that eff- 
orts to improve the East- West dia- 
logue on human rights have bec- 
ome bogged down in bask phi- 
losophical differences. 

The United States has been 
unable to persuade die Soviet 
Un ion to agree to improve human 
rights in Eastern Bloc states as a 
pre-condition to ' better int- 
ernational relations. Western del- 
egates said. 


Reagan seeks approval for 
new Nicaraguan rebel aid 


WASHINGTON (R) —President 
Reagan, in an effort to win key 
approval in Congress Wednesday 
for re new in g US. aid to Nic-. 
araguan rebels, has disavowed any 
intent to overthrow Managua's 
Sandinist regime. 

The U-S. House of Rep- 
resentatives was to decide whe- 
ther to reverse its rejection in 
April ofU-S. aid for the rebels and 
approve S27 minio n in hum- 
anitarian airi, 

Tbe Senate has already app- 
roved $38 million in humanitarian 
aid. 

Congressional opponents say 
even humanitarian aid would help 
finance rebel efforts to overthrow 
the Sandinist regime and ride dra- 
wing in U.S. combat troops. 

• Mr. Reagan Tuesday^oqghtfo 
remove such concerns andwzritifo 
aid by disavowing to House mem- 


bers in a letter anv UJS. intent to 
overthrow the 
eminent. 


any UJS. inti 
► Sandinist 


gov- 


‘We do not seek the m2itaty 
overthrow of the Sandimsta gov- 
ernment or to put in its {dace a 
government based on st 
of the old (Anastasio) 
regime,” he said. 

The assurance ap pe a red to cla- 
rify his statement at a news con- 
ference in February that be sought 
to remove the Sandinist regime 
“in the sense of its present (Com- 
munist) structure.” 

House Speaker Thomas (Tip) 
O’Nefli, an opponent of any aid 
for the rebels, would not predict 
Tuesday that Democrats could 
defeat it again as they did in ApriL 
But be said he was confident 
&ey wouftf prohibit renewal of 
Central 3bd£figerice Agency 
operations against Nicaragua. 


COUMCl&l 


Faberge Easter egg sold for $I.7ni 

NEW YORK <R) - AflEnstw.rg tot j 

Sid magazine 
ftlmla wind has 10. and ^ 




of Russia, the onesdd can be 

of only 54 he created for the last Gars of 

and 1917. 20.3 centimetres high. it a made of goM. itoimorhfc 

blua transit aamd and contains a 


cuckoo egg” was last 

Von BoJow cleared in murder case 



v™ Butai bv 

giving her injections of insulin. Von Bukw appeared ai a news 
co nf erence Tuesday at die office of his principal defence lawyer, 
Thomas Pucdo, whom he thanked for his work in the ca«. He 
dedined to answer reporters' questions, except to repeat that he 
had thanked jurors for their “time and patience” and to *»y Uw 
be felt “all right. This is tom Pucdo’* show, and Pm here to say 
thank you,” said Von Bulow, who grinned broadly at several 
points during the news conference. 

Aid from record sales reaches Ethiopia 

ADDIS ABABA, Ethiopia (AP) — Saying he was bringing “the 
gift of love, the gift of life.” singer Harcy Bdafonte arrived in 
Ethiopia with the first planeload of aid from the salts of Ore pop 
record. We Are the World. Accompanied by singer Marian Jac- 
kson, brother of pop star Mkriael J ack s o n . Bdafoate arrived 
aboard a Flying Timers Boeing 747 with 60 tons of food, 15,000 
T-shirts, medicine, and other supplies valued ax more than S3 
millio n io hrfn relieve a devastating famine in the Horn of Africa 
a ? firm “This is a deeply moving moment. Tobc in Ethiopia, to be 
here with tiie gift of we, the gift of love, gives us a great sense erf 
fulfillment and. 1 am sure, at the same time a gnat deal of 
wonderment,” Belafonie told an airport news conference. The 

singer said he and other U.S. entertainers had watched fora long 
I-ZZrl j j t_. aImmu^umI 


of the African continent, and wondered what could be done to 
arrest it. “ Per ha ps our greatest virtue was our naivetr.** Bclafomc 
saidof the 49 artists who recorded “we are the worid” hst Janusory 
to raise money for the femme stricken: The record so far has 
raised around SS0 million. 

Remains of M Spanish city found 

PANAMA CITY (R) — British and Panamanian attiucologab 
have found the remains of a 16th-Century city built by Spanish 
colonisers in a Panamanian jungle near the Colombian bonier, a 
spokesman for tiie team said. He said scientists working in Dane*, 
some 300 kaanetres south of the capital, last month famd the 
upper part of a bride structure which they believe was the tat 
European-built masonry in tiie new world. The ardwcotopaj 
came upon tiie ruins during their search for the lost city <T " 
where tiie Spanish coloniser Vasco Nunez de Balboa «> 
have been beheaded. 


LIKE THE BUSMAN 
By Robert A. Anderson 

ACROSS 


THE WEEKEND CROSSWORD 


rx i h i l By Hu* t l »ni >p 


1 Putina bo* 

38 CPA's boss 

77 ——do 

100 Mfto oraa 

6 Declaim 

41 Viper 

■0 PM&obOga- 

102 Shoemaker's 

noMy 

44 Row 

Uonr 

rahsoco 

10 Long 

46 Reason 

S3 US painter 

105 Uoescorarac- 

14 Wire 

48 Pod vegetable 

65 Sato's 

tor-garwrsi 

19 "— Suspicion" 

48 Vaqusro'sropo 

azleodod 

106 Gr.mMtlng 

20 Spread 

52 Transfer 

boOdey? 

plaoa 

21 WMMofokl 

S5 Mark Twain 

88 Mae or 

108 Radical 

22 Directional 

character 

Kerry 

111 Cowboy's 

device 

57 Pflol* 

90 Freshwater 

bofctay? 

23 Protuberances 

holiday? 

crustacean 

116 Game fish 

24 DMngbkri 

60 Flycatcher 

91 Director 

118 PrtradvWfci 

26 Tear 

61 Rude one 

loWtsch 

- 119 Uslenin 

27 Handsome 

62 Museot 

82 tRspbtaat'i 

121 Andrea dal — 

feltow 

history 

word 

122 Speechless 

29 Bookreakar's 

63 — as the aye 

93 “Ob many— ol 

actors 

hoBday? 

CSDSae 

England...- 

123 Mother of Ziaus 

31 Gemstone 

65 Transit sys- 

95 Extol 

124 Isolated 

33 Far prat. 

tems: abbr. 

97 WordofmSd 

125 Fr. notions 

34 Gran (Sosa wo* 

66 Trailer rigs 

surprise 

128 Move suddenly 

35 Creme— crams 

68 Crag 

96 Eastern 

127 CbaJcadoriy 

36 Quantity: abbr. 

70 Court plea 

philosophy 

126 Spooled 

37 Weight 

72 Unfriendly 

99 Boundary river 

pHcbor 

allowance 

74 Poppy Juice 

o( Poland 

129 Unkampt 


DOWN 

1 Mirada site 

2 Residence 

3 Stacity 

4 Equalized 

5 Yawning 

6 Fabled Mid 

7 Gal — of 
(Bstento) 

8 Nbmy 

9 Love apple 

10 Ofthaear 

11 Dacrepli 


12 Diana's concern 

13 Williams and 


28 Papaya? 

30 Fleurets 
32 Scot, landowner 

36 Type ol speech 

37 Former Barbery 
state 

38 HigMevel 
advert bring? 

39 Aches* G arson 
4° Wei ght 

adjustment* 

41 Words trom 
Sandy 

42 Sc di mcrH 

43 UeenoeradH 


36 KnowyenM 
that towels — ' - 

58 Bag 

59 Boris — 
feather 

64 Choirmambar 
67 SWing 
SB House part 

71 Nuefaar 
physicist 

72 Alt 

73 Santa — 

75 Corrupting 

influence 
78 Add! banal 


69 Radtoacttvo 
9** 

94 UnaHoys 
96 FooHsti 
99 Musician 
100 Extinct bMs 
im -Safi, Book 
and—" 

103 Equilibrium 
IO* Vehement 


105 Poet's concern 

106 Cut 

107 Slap 

108 Stems — 
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namesakes 

45 Anttdlserinv 

78 Laaeesporl - 

109 Franc 

14 Bogs Bunny 

inatfon org. 

79 Part ol birth 

HO Packed (e 

bite 

46 Union letters 

announcement 

weapon) 

15 Districts 

47 Taj Mahal dty 

81 Miras, motto 

lit Broedcaatera 

16 Brtc-a — 

48 Ahematfvs 

woftt 

112 Neglect 

17 "—ol Three 

lO*3D 

82 sstlsty 

Ii3 "1 Remember — " 

Oranges" 

50 Fatigue 

64 FUSS 

114 Derisive word 

18 Basing besets 

51 Wind! lower 

86 ConfB« 

115 Was 

25 Proclamation 

53 Stew 

67 Greenland 

117 Prying 

word 

54 WeseeaBabie 

airbase 

120 —diem 

Dlagrmmtmmm 

1? X IT, by Mary Cee Whitten 


ACROSS 

1 VigodaotTV 

25 The sun 

44 Taka It on 

62 BankwuKera 

4 Rope liber 

26 Gilead product 

the — 

64 Jab 

9 Energy 

28 More loony 

47 Determined 

85 Acrid 

12 Fuzz 

30 Odd 

ato 

67 Pate on height 

14 Rose of — 

33 Stays biOte 

. 50 Dr.Sefc 

68 Mix 

15 Farmland 

tub 

62 Locesffm 

89 Emu lor one 

17 Ruhr city 

34 Gun attachment 

apfc 

70 Actress 

19 Angler's gear 

36 Abbey man 

54 PttMbaptd 

Soanam 

29 Showboat 

37 Bheinpold" 

fnrite 

71 -For — ejo8y 
good..." 

‘ Don* hoe 

38 Bedotfnrobe 

56 GraatLafca 

21 Kkislon 

39 FaBura 

57 Give— try 

72 Runaway 

2 a Gets going 

40 ■*— eras Baying" 

59 FootbaD action 

73 Sound te gat 

24 Specs 

41 Policeman 

SO Vicinity 

attention 


DOWN 

1 FiShl 

2 Churchman 

3 Stores foddar 

4 Sol 

5 One of the 

3Bs 

6 Actor Alan 

7 Window box 
plant 

8 -—robins In 
her_" 

S Goulashspica 


10 Alpine tsad-. 


11 Monastery man 

13 Pro — 

14 USSR despot 
16 Tree 

18 QoudHfca mast 
. 22 Lnageounds 
27 Road surface 
29 Road surface 

31 Sp.hero 

32 Pl um e p u atos 


36 Claw 

41 NebeBet Marie 

42 -1984" author 

43 PodoccupeM 

44 Stands around 

45 Actress JRBan 

46 **Dansa — " 

48 Fr. extstao- 

tiatorf 
-49 Sera 
50 


61 Store In parts 

53 Accant 

54 “ — the Raven" 

55 bnbragBo 
58 Phis Kara 

56 Letter 


61 ■‘Take— boot 
nte" 

68 Stripling 
66 Summer In 
Sottsom 


Laa* Week’s Cryptograms 

1. What the photographer saU in the gtam prioress ~Sarae4ai ynor prtou 
effl cotoe." 

2. Though ptaoe had roogh IBgbt. competent etewordes* comforted worried 
poasengers. 

X. Hefty Jafled lady hoped to be model prisoner, bw just nrdUo'f ‘nehro.’ 

A. Co t dgoriu, baked good cookies lor her tend Weals, the Ihrcr her* 

CRYPTOGRAMS 

1. NATIVE CHLMSACA GTCPTWI > MS P-OR 4EL f R 

l> CK E I. RW StWKC SZ IACGCHETS9 TL. 
P5AEV R USBWO SZ KBARAC. -By f ranees Vt utm 

2. MK AVAL'S CT XBBLEKC1TF (ME AMF FA* B*TEI 

B K E H. VET STYMIE YKLSPAUVF REAR PI 
XASPC AXVETOI PAR **Y A I." - By Martha P Ceres*, 

i. Z I HOC ABFRB NIAEL MIHEL. Lf KEGIF YlGH 
LPP XIFES XBTES AL ART* RIMNOBV'T ZC. 

-*y AMo B. Leber 

4. LOAMY PXBBXAT SLXBflB BANC BGSAaBE 
XB-BBGB FAS 8YXCT0XB0B - »y E.P. Grew 
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